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Damaged  merchandise  isr 
too  damaged  for  outreach 


try.  Women  sort  the  items  and  fill  or- 
dm  that  are  then  delivered  to  homss 
of  those  in  need.  Those  woridng  in  the 
program  are  volunteer  church  mei^ 
bers.  The  church  spends  about  $100a 
month  on  gas(dine. 

Nelson  said  requests  for  hdp  come 
from  many  sources— neighbors, 
police,  chur^  members  knowing  of  • 
need  and  families  themselves.  The 
church  seeks  to  meet  emergencies 

rather  than  be  the  support  system  fora 

family. 

'•For  example,”  Nelson  said, 
cently  we  got  a  call  about  a  famdy 

whose  trailer  had  burned.  They  had  ao 

insurance,  the  husband  was  dead,  and 
the  woman  had  four  children.  Wewere 
able  to  help  her  until  she  could  ^t 
other  help.” 


eral  years  with  articles  the  women  do¬ 
nated.  “When  the  store  manager, 
Emmett  Easterling,  a  member  of  our 
church,  said  he  would  like  to  find  an 
outlet  for  food  and  other  items  that 
were  good  but  not  saleable,  I  said  we 
could  handle  that  through  the  program 
we  already  had.” 

Twice  a  week  men  pick  up  from  the 
stores  and  deliver  to  the  church’s  pan- 


'  By  Oscar  Hoffmeyer  Jr. 

SLIDELL,  La.  (BP)— Damaged 
merchandise  from  a  grocery  chain  be¬ 
comes  part  of  an  outreach  ministry 
when  First  Baptist  Church,  Slidell, 
La.,  shares  with  families  facing 
emergencies. 

Pastor  Hoyt  Nelson  said  the  Wo¬ 
man’s  Missionary  Union  had  been 
operating  a  pantry  ministry  for  sev- 


Asian  Indians  study 
Bible  in  Pearl  home 


By  Anae  Washburn  McWilliams  in  the  home  of  Anand  and  Mildred 
The  “laser’' which  hit  the  metropoli-  Michael,  at  672  Randall  Circle  in 

tan  Jackson  area  in  September  found  a  Pearl.  The  Michaels  are  members  of 

target  As  a  result  Asian  Indians  are  First  Baptist  Church,  Jackson.  » 

now  meeting  monthly  for  Bible  study  The  lasa*  project,  sponsored  by  the 

Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  BWd, 
the  Home  Mission  Board,  and  Hinds- 
Madison  and  Rankin  Associations, 
was  designed  to  discover  and  establish 
work  among  four  language  groups, 
Korean,  Asian  Indian,  Spiuish,  ^ 
deaf. 

To  Asian  Indians  at  the  “ingather¬ 
ing”  Sept.  23,  at  Firs*  Baptist  Qiurch, 
Jackson,  the  Michaels  extended  an  in¬ 
vitation  to  make  their  home  a  regular 
meeting  place,  and  set  the  last  ^tur- 
day  night  of  each  month  as  the  usual 
meeting  time.  Six  attended  the  Oc¬ 
tober  meeting,  and  nine  came  to  the 
next  noting,  delayed  until  Dec.  4  on 
account  of  ’Hianksgiving  holidays. 

“The  Bible  study  is  basically  for  fd- 
lowship  among  persons  of  Indian 
origin— not  necessarily  Baptist- 
anyone  is  welcome,’’  said  Anand 
Michael. 

“At  first  we  thought  we  would  invite 
Christians  from  India,”  Mildred  said. 
“But  then  we  said  we  would  open  the 
(Continued  on  page  5) 


“We  do  not  even  give  (assistance)  to 
evangelize,  although  sometimes  our 
program  opens  doors  for  witnessing.” 

However,  the  church  has  started  two 
missions  because  of  needs  discovered 
in  a  community  when  families  were 
being  visited  for  the  program. 

A  committee  in  the  chwch  operates 
the  pantry  program.  From  the  re¬ 
quests  that  come  to  the  church  office, 
ordo's  are  filled  fi'om  available  items 
on  hand.  In  most  cases  they  are  deli¬ 
vered  to  the  home  rather  than  the  reci¬ 
pients  coming  to  the  church. 

Orders  are  prepared  according  to 
available  goo^  and  distributed  as 
evenly  as  possible,  he  said.  “On  the 
average  a  box  will  be  valued  at  $40, 
although  this  varies  with  family 
need.” 

One  problem  the  committee  has 
faced  is  criticism  by  the  family  when 
the  church  did  not  provide  exactly 
what  they  requested.  “We  can  distri¬ 
bute  only  what  we  have,”  Nelson  said. 

“We  never  know  what  will  come  from 
the  stores.” 

“’The  other  day  I  got  a  call,  on  Sun¬ 
day.  A  family  n^^  gasoline.  I  said, 

‘We  can  provide  that.  What  about 
food?’  Th^  said  they  hadn’t  edten  in 

two  days  so  I  brought  them  to  the  pan-  •  •  . 

try  and  gave  them  food  and  even  Pam-  Vehicles  into  weapons 

pers  for  the  baby.  Tliey  were  trans¬ 
ients  frcm  the  Nwth  who  hwl  come 
South  seeking  work.” 

Last  year  the  church  distributed 
more  than  610  boxes,  including  more 
than  100  to  transients. 

The  program  accomplishes  three 
things.  Nelson  said.  The  church  be¬ 
comes  a  liwlping  organization,  families 
in  need  are  helped  during  an 
emergency  and  tjw  store  benefits  b, 
having  an  outlet  for  unsaleable  but  us¬ 
able  goods  and  receiving  a  tax  credit. 

(Heffmeyer  is  associate  editor  of  the 
Looislana  Baptist  Message. ) 
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Mildrod  Michael,  member  of  First  Bap¬ 
tist  Church,  Jackson,  displays  an  orna¬ 
ment  made  in  her  native  country,  India. 
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Drunk 


warns 


Flood  relief  unites 
Honduran  community 


He  said  further,  “Our  loved  ones  are 
not  being  kilM  in  drunk  driving  ‘acci¬ 
dents  . . 


They’re  dying  because 
some  of  the  nation’s  motorists  have 
chosen  to  turn  their  vehicles  into 
weapons.” 

Some  25,000  Americans  die  each 
year,  and  another  700,000  are  injured, 
in  auto  crashes  caused  by  drunk  driv¬ 
ers.  I 

)  At  the  same  time,  the  commission’s 
report  sounded  the  hopeful  note  that 
increased  public  awareness  of  the 
problem  and  tougher  laws  in  some 
suites  and  localities  have  resultM  this 
year  in  dramatically  reduced  fatality 
and  injury  statistics. 

The  report  specifically  recommends 
the  immediate  adoption  by  all  states  of 
21  as  the  minimum  legal  drinking  age 
for  all  alcoholic  beverages. 

(Continued  01)  page  3) 


TEGUCIGALPA,  rionduras- 
Baptist  flood  relief  brought  feuding 
factions  in  the  Honduran  community 
of  Tierra  Blanca  together  for  the  first 
time  in  years,  and  strengthened  a 
struggling  Baptist  mission. 

Although  Baptists  provided  man¬ 
power  and  $30,000  from  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  relief  funds,  they  planned  and 
rected  the  work  in  conjunction  with 
community  leaders,  says  Jim  Palmer, 
who  is  coordinator  of  (Christian  social 
ministries  for  the  Honduras  Baptist 
Mission  (organization  of  Southern 
Baptist  missionaries). 

After  flooding  took  196  lives  and  left 
more  than  2,000  homeless  in  southern 
Honduras  last  May,  the  Baptist  con¬ 
vention's  (Commission  of  Christian  So¬ 
cial  Ministries  and  the  First  Baptist 
Church  of  (Choluteca  investigated  the 
flooding  and  decided  to  concentrate  on 


Tierra  Blanca,  hoping  to  strengthen 
the  mission  there. 

Immediately,  they  began  rebuilding 
roads,  bridges  and  houses,  using  a 
food-for-work  program.  They  pro¬ 
vided  fertilizer  and  seed  and  helped 
farmers  replant  lost  crops. 

The  reconstruction  left  the  town 
transportation  system  better  than  it 
was  before  the  flooding.  After  the 
roads  were  improved,  bus  service  Was 
made  available  for  the  frst  time,  con¬ 
necting  Tierra  Blanca  with  neighbcsr- 
ing  communities.  Vegetables  and 
goods  became  available  on  a  daily 
basis. 

Before  the  flood,  children  often  mis¬ 
sed  school  because  no  bridge  crossed 
the  river  that  divided  the  community. 
Now  a  new  bridge  enables  children  to 
attend  classes  even  in  the  rainy  sea- 
( Continued  on  page  i) 


lri  1 1  11  mi  rkl*  continuing  attention  if  the  carnage  mi 

JWIXA9  nation’s  roads  and  streets  is  to  be 

loxAT  reduced  signjficanUy. 

V0lO  13  W  ,  Appoint^  last  April  by  President 

_  „  „  ^  Reagan,  the  commission  released  a 

ByStanHastey  - 

WASHINGTON  (BP)-The  U.S. 

Supreme  C^ourt  ruled  here  Dec.  13  that 
the  Ckimmonwealth  of  Massachusetts 
viMated  the  (Constitution’s  ban  on  an 
establishment  of  religion  by  enacting  a 
law  giving  churches  veto  power  over 
licensing  of  bars  and  taverns  in  their 
immediate  vicinity. 

At  the  same  time,  Chief  Justice 
Warren  E.  Burger,  writing  for  the  8-1 
majority,  made  plain  that  the  ruling 
affects  Massachusetts  alone  and  does 
not  overturn  laws  in  27  other  states 
banning  drinking  establishments  near 
churches,  schools  and  hospitals.  (81- 
878,  Larkin  vs.  Grendel’s  Den,  Inc.) 

ITie  critical  difference.  Burger  said, 
is  that  the  Ma»achusetts  legislature 
in  1970  passed'a  law  giving  churches 
the  right  to  block  bars  and  taverns 
within  a  SOO-foot  radius  of  their  pre-  Committee,  was  that  Mose  Danger 
((Continued  on  page  3)  I _ 


King  retires  from  MBGB; 
Dangerfield  takes  post 


Mississippians 
appointed  by, 
Foreign  Board 


Kermit  S.  King,  since  Jan.  1,  1953,  fives  pn  the  basis  of  scholarship  and 
the  director  of  the  Church  Training  leadership. 

Department  for  Mississippi  Raptists,  He  served  in  the  United  States  Army 

on  Dec.  17  announced  his  retirement  during  World  War  II  and  w4s  associite 
from  that  post  effective  Dec.  131,  com-  in  the  Church  Training  Department  of 
plefing  30  years  in  the  posifidn.  South  Carolina  befwe  assuniing  the 

An  announcement  later  in  jthe  day,  position  of  director  in  Mississippi, 
following  a  decision  of  the  Miksissippi  Dangerfield  came  to  his  position 
Baptist  Convention  Board’s  Executive  with  the  Sunday  School  Department 
Committee,  was  that  Mose  Danger-  from  that  of  minister  of  education  for 
field,  consultant  in  the  Convention  First  Churdi,  Bilow.  His  present  posi- 
Board’s  Sunday  School  Depwtment, 
would  be  the  new  Church  ’Training  di¬ 
rector  effective  Jan.  1. 

King,  62,  a  native- of  McMinnville, 

Tenn.,  and  a  bachelM,  indicated  he 
planned  to  move  immediately  to  (Chat¬ 
tanooga,  Tenn. ,  where  a  sister  resides. 

He  attended  public  schools  and  a  busi¬ 
ness  college  in  (Chattanooga.  He  is  a 

graduate  of  Carson-Newman  College  graduate  of  New  Orleans  Seminary' 
in  Jefferson  City,  Tenn.,  with  a  with  a  master  of  religious  education; 
bachelor  ci  arts  degree  magna  cum  degree.  .  ( 

laude  and  (rf  Southwestern  ^minary  Dangerfield  served  in  the  U.S. 
with  a  master  of  religious  education  Marine  Corps  fM  two  years,  from  1951 
degree.  While  ii)  collie  he  was  the  re-  through  19M.  H^^so  has  been  mims- 
poor.  '  cipient  of  the  W.  Douglas  Hudgins  ter  of  music,  education,  and  youth  at 

The  robbery  occurred  at  a  fast-food  Scholarship  Award,  which  was  given  ‘ 

restaurant  in  Recife  where  Williams  by  the  faculty  andstudMitrepresenta- 
and  her  two  companions  had  stopped 
for  a  meal  after  withdrawing  the 
money  from  a  nearby  bank.  ’Two  men 
who  apparently  had  observed  the  bank^ 
withdrawal  entered  the  restaurant," 
snatched  the  briefcase  containing  the 
money  and  fled.  ,  i 

Williams  chased  the|men,  who 
jumped  into  the  trunk  of  a  waiting  car. 

When  she  approached  the  car  one  of 
the  men  pointed  a  revolver  at  ho-.  She 
darted  behind  a  lamppost  as  the  car 
roared  away. 

The  money  had  been  intended  for 
purchase  of  clothing  for  poor  families 
in  a  drought-stricken  re^oo  of  north¬ 
ern  Brazil.  Williams,  a  Tennessean, 
teaches  at  the  Seminary  for  Christian 
^ucators  in  Recife  and  coordinates 
several  mission  projects  in  rural 
areas. 


fion  is  adult  consultant  Board,  Also,  a  Mississippian  was 

He  is  a  native  of  Moncks  Cwner,  S.  named  a  special  project  worker,  f 
C.,  where  he  attended  public  school  Paul  pn^Margie  ^bodeaux  wll 
and  was  graduated  from  high  school,  work  frdSnt  b^  m  Vienna,  Austria, 
He  attended  Columbia  Commercial  wberettey  will  be  fraternal  repr^iF 
College  in  Columbia,  S.C.,  and  was  tafiveSfwith  Baptist  churches  m  Ewt- 
graduated  from  the  University  of  ern  ^rope.  He  is  pastM  m  Mantee 
South  .Carolina  in  Columbia  with  a  Bsqjtist  CSiurch,  Mantee 
bachelor  of  arts  degree.  He  is  also  a  Hia  parents,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Aboie 
-  -  Thibodeaux  of  Oxford  are  former 

home  missionaries. 

He  is  a  graduate  of  the  University  of 
Mississippi  and  earned  the  master  of 
divinity  degree  from  New  Orleans 
Seminary.  He  has  been  assistant  to  the 
president  at  the  seminary  and  wm 


Carl  and  Lillian  Prewitt  will  serve  in 

the  Philippines  where  he  will  l»  a  gen-) 
eral  evangelist  and  she  will  be  a 
church  and  home  wwker .  He  is  pastor 
of  Belleview  Baptist  Qiurch,  Shelby, 
Miss. 

A  aeveland.  Miss.,  native,  Prewitt 

grew  up  in  Benoit  and  is  a  graduate  of 
Mississippi  State  Uiuversity.  H? 
earned  the  master  of  divinity  de^pp 
((jonfinued  on  page  2) 


Mural  honors  Mrs.  Hamblett 


Mrs.  Jean  Hamblett  of  Magee  has  been  honored  by  a  mural  painted  on  the  wall  of 
the  pre-school  area  at  First  Church,  Magee.  Mrs.  Hamblett,  who  was  director  of  the 
creepers'  department,  died  in  an  attempted  hold-up  of  her  grocery  store.  She  had 
been  a  pre-school  worker  for  many  years.  The  mural  wks  painted  by  Mrs.  Sally 
Buffington.  It  goes  from  floor  to  celling  and  stretches  between  two  doors.  Mary  Lou 
Amaaon  is  pre-school  director.  Oliver  Ladnier  is  pastor. 


DangerfteM 


^  j 

appointed 
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Develop  the  goals,  says 
Tanner,  but  depepd  on 


by  Foreign  Board 


general  evangelist  and  she  wll  be  a 
church  and  home  worker.  He  is  pastor 
of  First  Church,  Bartow,  Fla. 

He  is  a  graduate  of  Mississippi  C(rf- 
lege  and  earned  the  master  of  theology 
degree  from  New  Orfeans  Seminary. 
He  has  been  pastor  of  several  Missis- 
sippi  churches  includuig  Providence 
in  Carrollton,  McCarley  Church,  and 

Carey  Church.  „  i  j 

Born  in  DeKalb,  Mrs.  Southerland, 
the  former  Mary  Lynn  Perkins  grew 
up  in  Macon  and  is  also  an  MC 
graduate.  She  has  taught  school  in 
Jackson  and  Rolling  Fork  and  was  a 
student  summer  missionary  in  Geor¬ 
gia  and  Wyoming. 

The  Southerlands  have  two  children, 
Shane  Daniel,  bom  in  1970;  and  Cheryl 
Lynn,  1981. 

Robert  and  Marsha  Ford  will  serve 
in  Scotland  where  he  will  be  a  general 
evangelist  and  she  will  be  a  church  and 
home  worker.  He  is  pastor  of  First 
Church,  Woodland  Mills,  Tenn. 

Mrs.  Ford,  the  former  Marsha  Wal- 
drep,  grew  up  in  Holly  Springs  and  is  a 
graduate  of  Mississippi  University  for 
Women.  She  has  taught  scljool  in 
Florida  and  Louisiana. 

The  couple  have  one  child,  Jason 
Marshall,  born  in  1977. 

David  and  Mildred  Moreland  will 
serve  in  UpperVolta  where  he  will  be  a 
pilot  and  she  will  beii  church  and  home 
work^.  He  is  as^iate  pastor  of  Tem¬ 
ple  Church,  Monroe,  La. 

She  is  the  former  Mildred  Bagwell  of 
McCrnnb.  i 

They  have  two  children.  Brad  Aaron 
and  Brett  Allen,  bora  in  1971. 

Carol  Fairley  of  Ruleville  was 
named  a  special  project  medical 
worker  to  Ghana,  where  she  will  work 
as  a  nurse. 

She  is  a  graduate  of  William  Carey 
College  and  attended  Southern  Semi¬ 
nary.  She  is  a  charge  nurse  at  North 
Sunflower  County  Hospital  in 
Ruleville.  She  has  done  nurdng  work 
in  New  Orleans,  Wyoming,  Kentucky, 
and  Massachusetts. 


( Continued  from  page  1 )  . 

from  Mid-America  S^inary  and  at¬ 
tended  New  Orleans  Senfinary. 

Mrs.  Prewitt  is  the  fwmer  Lillian 
Pevey,  a  native  of  Hazlehurst.  She 
grew  up  in  Scott  and  is  a  graduate  of 
Mississippi  State  and  earned  the  mas¬ 
ter  of  education  degree  from  Delta 
State,  and  the  master  of  religious  edu¬ 
cation  degree  from  Mid-America 
Seminary.  She  has  worked  as  a 
teacher  and  as  a  bank  employee. 

The  Prewitts  have  one  child, 
Matthew  Bradley,  born  in  1980. 

David  and  Mary  Lynn  Southerland 
will  work  in  Belgium  where  he  will  be  a 


By  Jim  Newton 

SAN  JUAN,  Puerto  Rico  (BP)— 
Warning  that  Baptists  must  depend  on 
God  instead  of  denominational  prog¬ 
rams,  Southern  Baptist  Convention 
Home  Mission  Board  President  Wil¬ 
liam  G.  Tanker  said  there  is  no  room 
for  counterfeit  goals  in  the  denomina¬ 
tion's  Bold  Mission  Thrust. 

“We’ve  got  to  believe  it  can  be 
done,”  Tanner  said  regarding  the  Bold 
Mission  Thrust  (BMT)  plan  to  pro¬ 
claim  the  gospel  to  everyperson  in  the 
world  by  the'year  2000. 

Speaking  to  the  annual  National 
.Conference  of  Evangelism  Directors 
kneeting  in  a  San  Juan  Hotel,  Tanner 
emphasized,  “God  can  do  it,  even  if  we 
can’t.”  He  encouraged  the  state  and 
national  evangelism  leaders  }o  de¬ 
velop  strategies  and  programs  and 
work  to  accomplish  the  goals — but  to 
depend  more  on  God  than  on  their 
strategies  and  programs. 

“We  cannot  say.  tongue  in  cheek, 
•We’ve  got  to  reach  our  land  for 
Christ,’  and  then  say  on  the  other  hand. 
‘We  know  this  is  an  impossible  goal,’  ” 
Tanner  said.  “There  is  no  room  for 
counterfeit  goals  in  Bold  Mission 
Th^ist.” 

Lagging  behind 

Tanner  acknowledged  the  SBC  is 
lagging  behind  current  BMT  goals  in 
both  the  number  of  conversions  and 
starting  new  SBC  churches.  Citing  re¬ 
ports  projecting  the  number  of  bap¬ 
tisms  for  1981-82  at  about  400,000,  Tan¬ 
ner  observed  “that's  600,000  behind  the 
one  million  a  year  we  will  have  to  bap¬ 
tize  to  reach  BMT  goals  by  the  year 
2000. 

Pointing  out  about  half  the  number 
of  new  churches  started  each  year  are 
lost  because  of  merger  and  disband¬ 
ing.  Tanner  said  it  will  be  necessary  to 
start  about  28,000  new  churches  to 
reach  the  goal  of  50,000  SBC  congrega¬ 
tions  in  America  by  th(?  year  2000.  “We 
have  to  admit  we  will  lose  half  the 
churches  we  start.” 

Tanner  commended  the  leadership 


Paul  and  Margie  Thibodeaux 


Flood  relief  ^ 
unites  Honduras 


(Continued  from  page  1) 
son.  Missionary  Larry  Elliott  designed 
and  supervised  bridge  construction 
and  local  workers  built  it. 

Spiritual  changes  accompanied  the 
physical  changes  in  the  community. 
Ralph  Wilson,  Southern  Baptist  mis¬ 
sionary  evangelist  in  the  area,  partici¬ 
pated  in  every  phase  of  the  project, 
from  preaching  to  hauling  materials. 
Evangelistic  services  were  held  each 
week  and  a  Sunday  Schopl  was  begun. 
Ten  people  have  made  professions  of 
faith  in  Christ  knd  await  baptism.  The 
mission  which  remained  static  for  so 
long  is  now  planning  to  organize  into  a 
self-supporting  church. 


David  and  Mildred  Moreland 


Off  the  Record 


Chester  Vaugl^n  tells  this:  Two  oys¬ 
ters  were  swimming  in  a  bowl.  One 
asked  the  other  where  they  were. 
“We’re  in  a  bowl  of  oyster  stew  in  a 
college  cafeteria,”  the  second  said. 
The  first  then  ask^^“-Then,  what  are 
we  both  doing  here?” 


Carl  and  Lillian  Prewitt 


Baptist  Youth  World 
Consress  announced 


Seminar)  celebrates 

BANGKOK,  Thailand-Thailand 
Baptist  Theological  Seminary  in 
Bangkok  celebrated  its  30th  anniver¬ 
sary  in  October.  The  seminary  which 
has  graduated  117  students,  was 
started  just  three  years  after  Southern 
Baptists  began  work  in  Thailand. 


BMT  support 
continues  climb 


By  Jim  Lowry  visibility  and  a  positive  witness  to 

BUENOS  AIRES,  Argentina  people  with  whom  they  otherwise 
(BP)— Youths  from  around  the  world  would  have  no  contact 
will  gather  in  Buenos  Aires  in.a  show  of  Mississippi  Baptists  are  already  in- 
global  and  spiritual  unity  July  11-15,  volved  in  a  partnership  missions  out- 
1984,  for  the  Tenth  Bapftst  Youth  reach  to  Argentina,  Urugua>f,  and 
World  Conference.  Paraguay.  A  number  of  volunteers 

An  estimated  6^  Baptist  youth  have  served  in  minions  projects  in  the 
from  Wl  ctlulitf  ies.'iu-ie  for  the  thrM  countri^. 

conference,  sponsofCd'py  the  .Bapfist  '  ,“The  goal  of  the  program  ls  to  de- 
World  Alliance,  in  the  new  ttbras''  rhonstrate  unity  through  diversity,” 
Sanitariars  Stadium.  according  to; Beverly  Sutton,  program 

The  conference,  originally  planned  chairperson  and  field  services  de¬ 
fer  1983,  was  delayed  because  of  the  partment  director  af  the  Southern 
Falklands-Malvinas  conflict  involving  Baptist  Woman’s  Missionary  Union, 
Great  Britain  and  Argentina.  Birmingham.  “We  hope  the  pro^am 

Local  arrangements  chairipan  Raul  will  show  the  message  of  peace  is  not 
Scialabba  expressed  hope  that  holding  just  the  absence  of  war  between  na- 
the  meeting  in  Argentina  would  be  tions,  but  an  energizing  personal 
perceived  as  a  spirit  bf  fraternity  and  peace  available  through  Christ”^ 
Christian  love  in  spite  of  political,  ra-  Each  day  of  the  five-day  program 
cial,  social  and  economic  differences  will  fdcus  on  one  area  erf  the  theme— 
around  the  world.  “Jesus  Christ— The  Trust:  Ouc  Faith, 

Paul  Montacute,  national  youth  of-  Our  Commitment  and  Our  Peace.” 
ficer  for  the  Baptist  Union  of  Great  Prayer  and  dialogue  will  center  on 


SEEDS  gets  national 
honor  oh  Today  show 


Robert  and  Marsha  Ford 


don,  Wharton  International  Films; 
television— Gene  Reynolds,  “Lou 
Grant,”  and  book— co-winners 
Frances  Moore  Lappe,  author  of  Diet 
for  a  Small  Planet  and  John  R.  K.  Rob¬ 
son,  author  of  Famine: ’its  Causes,  Ef¬ 
fects  and  Management. 

The  awards  were  announced  on 
NBC’s  “Today  ’  show  Nov.  23  and  were 
presented  at  a  cereniony  held  at  the 
United  Nations. 

The  awards  are  administered  by 
World  Hunger  Year,  a  non-profit  or¬ 
ganization  begun  by  the  late  singer 
Harry  Chapin.  In  Enouncing  a  dona¬ 
tion  of  $1  million  to  fund  the  media 
awards,  Rogers  credited  Chaplin  with 
aroiising  his  concern  for  world  hunger. 

SEEDS  grew  out  of  a  hunger  com¬ 
mittee  formed  in  1976  at  Oakhurst 
church.  After  producing  several  news¬ 
letters  on  hunger  problems,  members 
Gunderson  and  Andy  Loving  left  their 
respective  jobs  as  carpenter  and  pro¬ 
bation  officer  to  develop  the  church’s 
hunger  ministry  fuU  time  without 
salaries. 

The  newsletter  expanded  to  a 
magazine  format  in  February  1979, 
with  Gunderson  as  editor.  Financial 
support  from  Oakhurst,  2,500  sub¬ 
scribers  and  a  typesetting  business 
now  undergird  a  staff  of  six. 

(Patti  Stephenson  is  Home  Mission 
Board  assistant  news  director. ) 


David  and  Mary  Southerland 


Medicare  Supplen^ent 

Policy  Form  MC-78 
Helps  pay  what  Medicare  doesn’t  pay 
. . ‘  ’  ''  '  ■  t  —  Guaranteed  renewable 


Dean  elected 
vice  chairman 


Benefits  start  fron^  first  day  ( Optional  i  —  C _ _ 

Pays  in  addition  to  Medicare  or  any  insurance  you  may  have 


Benefits  For  : 

Hospital  entrance  fees  Blood  transfusions 

Doctors  fees  Ambulance 

Private  room  expense  Nursing  Home 

Registered  nurse  Extended  stay 


MEMPHIS-W.  Fred  Kendall  II, 
pastor  Of  First  Church,  Union  City, 
Tenn.,  was  elected  chairman  of  the 
board  of  directors  of  Baptist  Memorial 
Health  Care  System)  Inc.,  here  Tues- 
■day  at  the  semi-annual  meeting  of  the 
corporation’s  governing  body. 

George  H.  Dunklin,  president  of 
Planters  Cotton  Oil  Mill,  Inc.,  Pine 
Bluff,  Ark!,  was  chosen  first  vice 
chairman;  and  Cameron  Dean,  a 
planter j^from  Tribbett,  Miss.,  second 
vice  chairman.  ^ 

Irvin  . Hays,  pastor  of  Bartlett 
(Tenn.)  Church,  was  re-elected  sec¬ 
retary. 

Kendall  succeeds  William  A. 
Oabill,  a  planter-from  Marks,  Miss. 

The  corporation  is  composed  of  the 
three  units  of  Baptist  Memorial  Hospi¬ 
tal  and  nine  affiliate  health  care  in¬ 
stitutions. 

The  ^ptist  conventions  of  Arkan¬ 
sas,  Mississippi,  and  Tennessee  own 
the  corporation  with  each  providing 
nine  directors. 


attract  and  hold  outstanding  profes¬ 
sors  at  LC.  . 

Clover,  an  ace  debater  under  Wood 
at  LC,  is  vice-president  of  Health 
Group.  Inc.,  a  Nashville-based  corpo¬ 
ration  which  owns  health  care 
facilities  in  13  states.  He  was  the  found- 
in|i  executive  director  of  Woman’s 
Hospital  and  Riverside  Hospital  in 
Jackson,  both  of  which  were  acquired 
by  Health  Group,  li^.  in  1981. 

Mrs.  Clover  was  a  Distinguished 
Alumna  of  Louisiana  College  in  1970. 
She  was  named  Woman  of  Achieve¬ 
ment  by  the  Mississippi  Press  Wo¬ 
men's  Association  in  1979.  A  past  pres¬ 
ident  of  the  Jackson  Symphony 
League,  she  edited  The  Jackson  Cook¬ 
book. 

(ilover  is  a  former  chairman  of  the 
'  deacons  at  First  Church.  Jackson.  He 
is  chairman  of  the  board  of  Mississippi 
Opera  and  is  a  past  president  ol  both 
the  Jackson  Symphony  Orchestra  and 


For  full  information  fill  out  coupon  and  mail  to 
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Tellers  Committee 
named  for  1983  SBC 


bapUst  beooro  paob  s 


Singing  Churchmen  officers 

This  is  the  executive  committee  of  the  Mississippi  Singing  Churchmen.  From  left 
they  are  Dan  Hall,  director,  Church  Music  department,  ex  officio;  Agnes  Batson, 
secretary.  Church  Music  department,  treasurer;  Graham  Smith,  Clinton,  handbell 
director;  Lee  Gordon,  Jackson,  secretary;  Don  Nichols.  Lucedale,  south  area  direc¬ 
tor;  Farley  Earnest,  Brandon,  president;  Franklin  Denham,  Meridian,  central  area 
director;  Ray  Burke,  Amory,  north  area  director;  Perry  Robinson,  Laurel,  mission 
coordinator;  Jim  Watson,  Hattiesburg,  instrumental  dir^tor;  and  Bill  Sellars,  Bran¬ 
don,  publicity.  Vice  president  Louis  Nicolosi  of  Petal  is  not  pictured.  ( 


credentials,  and  committee  on 
committees— by  Jan.  1  as  he  earlier 
had  promised.  He  said,  howeyer,  that 
he  plans  to  meet  with  Garrison  and 
Sullivan  soon  and  hopes  to  be  able  to 
make  the  appointments  early  in 
January. 

“When  I  said  I  would  do  it  by  Jan.  1,1 
didn’t  realise  I  would  be  out  of  the  of¬ 
fice  so  much.  The  trip  to  the  Middle 
Elast  also  slowed  me  down,  but  hope¬ 
fully  I  will  be  able  to  make  the 
appointments  by  the  first  week  in 
January,”  he  said. 


Owen  of  the  Northern  Plains. 

Also  to  serve  on  the  tellers  body  are 
FYank  R.  Campbell,'pastor  of  First 
Baptist  Church,  Statesville,  N.  C.,  and 
president  of  the  Baptist  State  Conven¬ 
tion  of  North  Carolina;  James  E. 
Yates,  pastor  of  First  Baptist  Church 
of  Yazoo  City,  Miss.,  and  president  of 
the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention;  R. 
Kirby  Godsey,  president  of  Mercer 
University  in  Macon,  Ga.; 

Duke  K.  McCall,  chancellor  of 
Southern  Baptist  Theological  Semi- 


Evenine  classes  uianksgi 

^  .  versatioi 

New  Orleans  Semmary  will  begm  an  gpenast 
expanded  evening  program  of  study  in  present. 
January.  Thinking 

“This  is  the  first  step  in  what  we  attitude 
hope  vrill  eventually  be  a  complete  xpray  ^ 
course  of  academic  study  offered  week  eommun 
nights  and  Saturdays,’’  jLandrum 
Leavell,  president  of  the  Mminary, 
said.  “In  these  times  of  economic  un¬ 
certainty,  the  student  often  needs  to  -jj-  • 
devotetheStoSdaytiinehourstosecu-  l 

lar  employment,  whioi  eliminates  the  | 

opportunity  to  attend  seminary.” 

Expanding  the  academic  study  of  0^ 
New  Orleans  Seminary  is  nothing  new, 
according  to  Leavell.  The  seminary  ,  « 

already  offers  satellite  programs  in  mikes  by 
Shreveport  and  Pineville,  La.,  Bir-  wilting, 
mingham  and  Mobile,  Ala.,  'Tupelo,  primary 
Miss., 

Puerto  Rico. 


Hotel  rooms  filled 
for  Pittsburgh  SBC 


_ _ _ , _ ,  _ _  ^ _ ^  effect  of  advancing  reli^on  Grendd’s  then  sued  both  the  local 

Mihmi,  Marikta,  Ga.'^and  and  created  the  danger  of  “political  and  state  commissions  in  federal  dis- 

fragmentation  and  divisiveness  along  trict  court,  claiming  that  the  1970  law 
religious  lines.”  violated  the  First  Amendment’s  pro- 

Controversy  over  the  Massachusetts  hibition  of  an  establishment  of  relig- 
law  arose  in  1977  when  Grendel’s  Den,  ion. 

airestaurant  located  on  Rarvard  That  court  agreed  with  the  restaur- 
Siguare  in  Cambridge,  applied  ^  a  ant  but  was  overruled  by  the  First  Cir- 
liquor  licenser<^  cuit  Com*!  of  Appeals.  Later  the  First 

feature  Jerry  Wilkinson,  director  of  lOS  ANGELE§  (EP)-Gospel  But  the  Holy  Cross  Armenian  Circuit  reversed  itself,  thereby  uj> 
the  Huntan  Resource  Management  singer  Andrae  Crouch  said  November 
Center,  Houston,  Tex. ,  as  leader  of  the  17  that  cocaine  found  by  police  ih  his 
evening  seminar  sessions.  car  did  not  belong  to  him,  suggesting  it 

Cost  of  the  threeday  event  is  |68  f or  belonged  to  a  friend . 
the  ski  package,  plus  accommoda-  jn  a  radio  interview  with  a  Los 
tions.  Angeles  station,  the  five-time, 

A  $26  deposit  fee  should  be  sent  to  Grammy-award  winning  singer  and 
Glorieta  Conference  Center,  Box  8,  composer  said  he  works  with  musi- 
Glorieta,  N.  M.  87535.  Please  specify  cians  and  people  with  many  different 
single  adult  ski  conference.  values.  Known  for  a  strong  evangeli-1 

;  .  ..  cat  faith,  Crouch  said  he  could  be 

Those  who  .cannot  remember  the  tjacin*  “ixJmWch  Iniartir 

past  are  cmdemned  to  repeat  it. 

George  Santayana 


NASHVILLE.  Tenn.  (BP)-All  of 
the  rooms  assigned  to  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  for  the  1983  annual 
meeting  in  Pittsburgh  have  been  fil¬ 
led,  convention  manager  Tim  Hed- 
quist  says. 

Hedquist  said  the  Pittsburgh  Con¬ 
vention  and  Visitors’  Bureau  is  “look¬ 
ing  for  other  hotels  and  dormitory 
facilities  for  messengers,”  but  added 
that  persons  who  do  not  already  have 
room  reservations  should  await  sub¬ 
sequent  announcements  of  room 
availability.  ^ 

Approximately  6,500  rooms  were  al¬ 
located  to  t|ie  SBC.  Of  them,  40  percent 
were  included  in  the  block  reserva¬ 
tions.  The  drawing  for  priority  as¬ 
signment  of  the  blocks  was  made  in 
July,  leaving  3,800  rooms  available  for 

for  Individual 
requests— Oct.  1— we  received  3,000 


requests.  On  the  second  day— Oct. 
2— we  received  more  than  we  could 
fill,”  Hedquist  said.  “The  convention 
bureau  is  now  looking  for  other 
facilities  to  house  messengers.” 

Hedquist  said  one  of  the  reasons  in¬ 
dividual  rooms  are  so  scarce  is  that 
“block  reservations  have  cuf^  drasti¬ 
cally  into  the  allocation  of  rooms.  A 
recommendation  will  be  made  at  the 
1963  meeting  to  eliminate  all  block  re¬ 
servations,  except  for  the  Convention 
and  for  the  Woman's  Missionary  Un¬ 
ion.  All  other  reservations  “made 
through  the  city  housing  bureau  will  be 
made  on  an  individual  basis.” 

The  convention  manager  said  that 
“many  persons  who  made  requests  for 
blocks  ^  rooms  also  (nade  iimvidual 
requests . . .  and  plan  to  t^ke^  best 
of  the  two.  Perhaps  some  rooms  will  be 
block  room 


Grendel’s,  objected.  Subsequently,  the  Burger  cited  the  high  court’s  ifaree- 
Cambridge  License  Commission  re-  pronged  test  used  since  1971  to  decide 
jected  Grendel’s  application,  an  action  church-state  conflicts.  ’Iluit  year,  in 

Lemon  vs.  Kurtzman,  the  court  held 
^  that  a  law  must  have  ai  secular  legisla- 

-I  Yi  rr  1* purpose,  must  have  the  effect  of 
JX.X  11  ^  1 Lll  V/9  neither  advancing  nor  inhibiting  relig- 
^  ion,  and  must  not  foster  excessive  gov- 

1\^  t  eminent  entanglement  with  religion. 

11  mil  xtXJlJ  Vj  JLf  WMle  granting  the  secular  purpose 
.  of  the  Massachusetts  law.  Burger 

(Continued  fmm  page  1 )  failed  the  other  two  tests.  By 

Jackson  Church,  Jackson;  and  First  “conferring  upon  churches  a  vetp 
Church,  Camden,  S.  C.  He  was  minis-  power  over  governmental  licensing 
ter  of  education  and  youth  at  First  authority,”  he  said,  the  law  uncon- 
Church,  Clinton,  before  going  to  stituionally  advances  religion. 

Biloxi.  N  (Hastey  writes  for  the  Baptist  Joist 

He  has  been  president  of  the  Mis-  Cbmmittee.  I 
sissippi  Baptist  Religious  Education 

Association,  second  vice-president  of  ' 

the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention,  FOR  SALE*  1965  Chaw  Bus.  ll 
^  a  trustee  of  Blue  Moun^n  Col-  2Si,  o««llcoodHlosSk,act;apl- 

\  ingblditlllJan.lS.ClMireliriiawii 

Though  he  was  nevw  ordained.  King  ^0111  to  rajact  any  Mds.  Bit  can  bo 

spent  a  great  deal  of  tme  in  mtenm  ^  Lako  Como  Baptist  Charah, 

pastorates  throughout  Mississippi.  ^  g-rin-,  pi^M  7M-2B44,  or 

Dangerfidd  is  ordained.  7gi-ggM  w  7M-3445 


Shs  mus?t  be  made  or  re 


leased 


‘  Oouch  was  arrested  fof  driving  er¬ 
ratically.  Police  found  a  vial  contain¬ 
ing  (L08  grams  of  cocaine  in  his  car. 
Authorities  dropped  a  possession 
charge  because  the  amount  was  so 
small.  . 

*'1  must  say  that  this  has  beai  the 
1  most  trying  time  (rf  my  lUe,”  Crouch 
said.  “And  I  have  never  fdt  m  much 
love  by  the  family  of  Christ  as  1  have  in 
these  past  few  days.”  Crouch  said  he 
did  not  protest  his  arrest  at  the  time 
because  he  thought  ther^  was  nothing 
he  could  say  to  convince  authorities  or 
fans  of  his  innocence. 


Convention.  Board  employees 
send  Christmas  greetings 

The  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board  full  of  happiness  and  hope  as  we  serve  together 
family  sends  greeting  to  all  of  the  Baptists  of  the  Christ  of  Christmas  and  the  Master  of  the 
Mississippi  and  wishes  for  all  a  Christmas  sea-  new  year  and  of  all  the  years  to  come, 
son  full  of  peace  and  joy  and  a  bright  New  Year 


Dhink  driving  final  report 
warns  of  problem’s  scope 

(Continued  from  page  1) 

Police  at  all  levels  should  be  encour¬ 
aged,  the  report  suggests,  to  ai^ly 
“selective  enforcement”  techniques, 
including  raqqomly’selected  and  judi¬ 
cially  approved  roadblocks  to  get 
more  drunk  drivers  off  the  roads.  ’Die 
commission  estimates  that  as  few  as 
one  in  every  2,(K)0  drunk  drivers  is  ever 
arrested. 

To  help  police  in  making  DWI  (driv¬ 
ing  while  intoxicated)  arrests,  the  re¬ 
port  adds,  preliminary  breath  test 
laws  should  be  enacted  by  all  states, 
and  citizens  should  be  encouraged  to 
report  to  police  suspected  drunk  driv¬ 
ers.  f 

Once  an  arrest  has  been  made,  pro- 
tutors  and  courts  should  not  reduce 
DWI  charges,  and  courts  and  judges 
should  impose  mandatory  fines  and 
jail  terms. 

In  addition,  the  panel  said  state  laws 
are  needed  to  classify  as  felons  those 
who  cause  death  and  serious  bodily  in¬ 
jury  while  driving  intoxicated  and  to 
require  any  person  convicted  of  drunk 
driving  to  pay  restitution  to  his  vic¬ 
tims. 

State  and  local  governments  should 
also  enact  laws  to  help  drunk  drivers’ 
victims,  the  report  concludes. 

The  report  also  recommends  that 
rehabilitation  and  education  prog¬ 
rams  for  convicted  drunk  drivers 
should  supplement,  not  replace,  their 
^nishment.  /L  \ 

'  Mwe  general  recommendiK^^  m- 
clude: 

—Establishment  of  a  permanent  na¬ 
tional  panel  with  the  ongoing  task  of 
fighting  drunk  driving; 

-^tate  legislation  providing  fund¬ 
ing  for  increased  efforts  in  ^orce- 
menL  prosecution,  adjudication,  edu¬ 
cation,  and  treatment; 

—State  and  local  ta^  forces  to  call 
continuing  attention  to  the  prctilms 
associated  with  drunk  driving; 

—Support  for  grassroots  citizen  ad¬ 
vocacy  groups  such  as  Mothers 
Against  Drunk  Driving  (MADD)  and 
Students  Against  Drunk  Driving 
(SADD);  and 


CHURCH  FURNISHINGS  . 
Best  prices  on  pew  cushions 
Chancel  •  Pews  •  Classroom 
HERLYN  SUPPLY  COMPANY 
P.O.Box  537,  Brandon,  MS  39042 
Call  CoUect  601-825-1955 


OLD  BIBLES  REBOUND 

A  prIcA.  binding  snd  styld  to  mnnt  tvvy, 
nMd.  Quality  workmantblp  gutrantaad. 
Writa  tot  muatralad  prica  loldar. 
"Infrnmthntlly  knomi  tptcMtf" 
NORRIS  BOOKMNMNO  CO. 

•oa  lOS-C  —  Qiaaiwro'ad.  SHaa.  SSHI 


(Hastey  writes  for  t^  Baptist  Joint 
CommittM.) 


FOR  ALL  TYPES  OF 

School  ft  OmtcIi  Finltire^ 

a  Complete  stock  ol  chairs,  tables,  desks  aad 
furnishiags  for,  Classroom,  Library,  Sunday 
School,  Auditorium,  Cafeteria  and  every 
Scbooi  aad  Church  use.  _ 

EVERYTHING  FOR  IMfTHjOBElH 
THE  SCHOOL 

larriimrii  MSramTnwtmjiui'a 


For  Sale  - 

Hitachi  FP  1212  Color  Camera 

3  Tube  Pliunbicon' 
with  camera  control  unit,  cables, 
etc.  Good  Condition 

Contact  Dennis  Clark/ 

Media  Director 

First  Baptist  Church ' 


'  P.O.  Box  3888/ 
Lafhyctte/  La.  70502 

Phone  (318)  233-1412 
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Foretold  700Y«ars  B.C 


•■fTHLSWFM,  TINJHT 
0PWM5HIPd  IN  ALL 
JUBAH,  OUT  OP  VW  A 
MI46  5HALLC0ME  ^ 


A  meaningful  holiday  season 


“And  she  shall  bring  forth  a  aon,  and 
thou  Shalt  call  his  name  JESUS;  for  be 
shall  save  his  people  from  their  sins.” 

This  is  from  a  conversatioo  between 
an  angel  of  the  Lord  axxl  Joseph,  hus¬ 
band  of  Mary,  asjs  recorded  in 
Matthew  1:21. 

We  have  come  to  the  time  set  aside  to 
observe  the  birth  of  that  savior,  an 
event  so  significant  in  the  lives  of  all 
nfen,  whether  Christian  or  not,  since 
that  time  that  the  calendar  for  the 


Doing  missions  right 


spent  hours  listening  to  speakers  dis-  people,  and  something  like  25  percent  lion  Southern  Baptists  in  the  nation,  at 

cuss  concepts  and  principles  and  then  of  the  membersh^)  is  men.  Hie  church  least  one  out  of  four  is  likely  to  be  an 

spent  time  in  dialog  with  is  the  agency  for  carrying  the  gospel  to  adult  male.  That  makes  a  total  of  3.25 

them.  The  aim  of  the  committee  will  be  the  world,  and  our  commission  from  million  to  be  active  in  missions  sup- 

to  recommend  a  plan  of  procedure  for  the  Lord  has  been  to  do  Just  that.  It  port.  Even  given  the  fact  that  only 

the  Brotherhood  Commission  from  stands  to  reason  that  such  an  effort  about  half  of  all  Southern  Baptists  ever 

198S  through  the  remainder  of  the  cen-  that  does  not  have  the  full  support  of  become  very  active  in  anythi^,  tho-e 

tiiry,  the  men  of  the  churches  will  be  less  are  still  more  than  1.6  million  men 

It  was  an  impressive  array  of  speak-  than  what  it  should  be.  across  the  nation  who  should  be  in- 

ers.  There  were  soc^logists,  _  n-otherhood  Commission’s  ^  Commission  by 

n<veholoffists  historians  ethicists  The  Brotnernpoa  tx>mmission  s  supporting  missions  endeavors  across 
psycnoK^sis,  nu^iM^  eimcisw,  conimittee  will  conbnue  to  meet.  It  2  across  the  nation  and 

and  missidogists.  They  brought  a  vast  .  g«„chinfi  with  determination  nation,  ana 

wealth  of  knowledge  into^f^^ay  ^oundtheworldmaveryacUvefash- 

meetii*.  andthem«work^  hi^^  our  missions  effort  wiU  depend  on  the  “J-t’s  translate  teTfiaures  to  Missis- 

«»blbl»d  iron.  Ih.  imd- 

'  '*'21  ♦  11  ♦  ♦  Southam  Baptists.  Of  these,  150,000 

It  is  not  possible  to  make  a  reason-  The  miwiw  efforts  will  not  amomt  gj^Quid  gjult  males.  Take  away  the 

able  presentation  of  the  content  of  the  dm,  howevCT,  umew  the  never  get  involved,  and  there 

speakers’  material.  There  has  not  men  in  the  churches  make  it  TOirws-  ^  75  QQ0  gjult  male  missions 

b^  time  to  digest  what  was  brought  **>«**  become  involved  in  that  effort  supporters, 
away  from  the  meeting.  No  doubt,  in-  h>  ■  very  unusual  degree.  stretching  the  figures  to  their 

nuence  caused  by  what  was  heard  wiU  Smith,  execuUve  director  of  lowest  possible  boint,  which  would 

be  finding  its  way  into  material  that  the  Brotherhood  Commission,  said  base  the  totals  on  450,000  resident 

will  be  appearing  from  time  to  tune.  <  l£  31^  going  to  be  missionary  members,  takes  only  37,500  -from  -the 

The  one  speaker  who  atwuld  be  moi-  Baptists  then  we  are  going  to  have  to  total  adult  male  figure  hnd  Iraves 

tioned  here  was  Bin  O’Brien,  execu-  have  a  betto  missions  educated  con-  more  than  56,000  who  could  be  attivem 

tive  vice-president  of  the  Foreign  Mis-  stituency.  OBrien  had  said  that  lt;is  missions  support.  ^ 

Sion  Board.  He,  of  course,  spoke  di-  the  task  of  missions  education  ^0  Missions  support  would  be  anythmg 
rectly  to  the  ftiissioiis  a^t  of  the  create  a  saturation  mind-set  amwig  from  increased  Cooperative  Program 

meeting.  He  declared  that  for  the  Southern  Baptists.  That  would  mean  giving  to  helping  pay  for  someone  else 

modm  tniiMinnn  movement  to  sur-  saturating  the  world  with  the  gospel.  *  .tomakeavdunteer  tripto  amangoing 
vive  a  unique  and  imaginative  vision  What  if  we  were  to-do'it  right?”  he  on  such  a  trip  at  his  own  expense.-lt 

will  be  required.  “What  the  world  said.  “Wouldn’t  that  be  something?”  might  mean  witnessing  across  town, 

needs,”  he  said,  “is  not  First  Century  Will  Southern  Baptist  men  respond  It  would  not  only  mean  a  CTMt  deal 
churches  but  20th  Century  churches  to  doing  it  right?  The  Brotherhood  to  the  total  missions  effort,  but  it  would 

with  a  First  Century  dynamic.”  Commission  intends  to  give  them  the  also  mean  a  great  deal  to  th^  man  and 

Thmp  chirches  are  made  UD  of  lav  oDDortunity.  Of  the  more  than  1.3  mil-  the  Lord  and  to.  his  church. 


The  male  laity  of  the  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  Convention  would  make  up  a  po¬ 
tent  missions  support  force  if  it  could 
be  harnessed.  'The  Brotherhood  Com¬ 
mission  has  set  itself  about  ac¬ 
complishing  that  harnessing. 

A  16-man  study  committee  to  search 
out  avenues  of  approach  to  that  ac¬ 
complishment  has  been  appointed  and 
has  held  its  first  meeting.  It  is  made  up 
of  «ght  men  from  state  convention 
Brotherhood  departments  and  eight 
men  from  the  staff  of  the  Brotherhood 
Commission  in  Memphis. 

The  first  meeting  was  held  last  week 
in  Memphis,  and  I  was  asked  to  attend. 
Except  for  the  several  speakers  who 
appeared  on  the  agenda,  I  was  the  only 
outsider  there. 

That  is  a  sobering  and  rather 
frightening  concept.  Naturally,  be¬ 
cause  of  the  nature  of  my  work,  I  would 
expect  and  supposed  that  I  would  be 
expected  to  serve  as  the  messenger ,  or 
at  least  a  messenger. 

That  I  will  try  to  do.  If  the  goal  can  be 
accomplished,  there  will  be  no 
measuring  the  impact  that  it  will  have 
on  Southern  Baptists’  missions  en¬ 
deavors.  If  my  service  as  a  part  of  an 
awareness  effort  can  help  to  ac¬ 
complish  the  goal,  it  is  not  only  the 
least  that  I  can  do  but  also  a  task  that  I 
will  approach  as  a  joy  and  a  challenge. 

The  meeting  last  week  was  an  in¬ 
tense  one  as  committee  members 


Christmas  is  for  everyone 

As  Christmas  of  1937  drew  nearer,  Monica,  J.J.,  Kathy,  Roxanne,  Kim- 
Mama  whitewashed  the  hearth,  where  berly,  Sheree,  Shea,  Dana,  Brandi, 
we’d  been  cracking  pecans  with  a  Tiffany,  and  Nicky)  enthusiastically 
hammer,  and  fastened  red  paper  agreed  to  help, 
wreaths  to  the  window  shades.  Daddy  I  visited  the  Clinton  Community 
brought  in  a  cedar,  and  set  it  by  the  Christian  Corporation,  a  voluntary 
openfireplacewheewesatatnightby  agency  (senior  citizens  center,  youth 
lamplight.  -  programs,  and  family  assistance) 

We  decorated  the  tree  with  red  and  whi^  also  serves  Clinton  and  outlyii^ 
green  roping  and  tinfoil  icicles  saved  rural  areas  as  the  Salvation  Army’s 
from  years  past,  still  wrinkled  from  aearing^ouse.  ’This  year,  said  Kay 
being  wadd^  into  a  paper  slack.  We  Brodbeck,  director,  unemployment  in 
hung  a  pasteboard  s^  at  the  top  and  the  area  is  much  higher  thim  last  year . 
covered  the  board  bottom  with  cotton.  She  had  33  families  on  her  list  for 
That  yearjwhen  1  was  eight, -^tty  “ad(q;>tion,”  and  only  a  third  of  them 
was  six  on  Dec.  18.  Daddy  was  rentjng'  had  been  adopted  two;  weeks  ago.  In 
farm  land  from  my  great-uncle,  Wal-  some  of'  these  families,  she  said,  the 
ter  Allen,  and  helping  to  overs^  the  heaa  of  the  household  can’t  function, 
wofk  of  four  families  of  sharecrop-  due  to  physical  or  mental  illness, 
pers.  Though  we  lived  in  .th^big  Others  can’tfind  jobs.  “Our  main  pur-^ 
house,”  we  seldom  saw  any  cam.  pose  h^  is  to-link  existing  needs  with 

That  year  the  road  was  being  paved  available  resources,”  she  pointed  out. 
from  LaFayette  to  Ridge  Gr^e  and  “These  needs  donft  sU^  at  Christ- ) 
Daddy  was  thrilled  to  find  a  temporairy  mas,”  she  reminded  me.  (Also  1 


opinion 


How  far  to  your  Bethlehem? 


made  aware  of  the  fact  that  the  road  to 
Betfafehem  can  become  obstructed 
with  things.  Ambition  and  antagonism 
can  mount  up  in  oiir  hearts  until  we 
cannot^  see  the  glory  of  the  Christ 
(3uld.  The  inn  keeper  was  so  near  to 
the  glory  of  Christ,  yet  he  did  not  wor¬ 
ship.  Peiiiaps  he  was  enjoying  the  talk 
and  excitement  of  the  crowded  inn  that 
night,  pnd  pleasure  and  making 
money  kept  him  frmn  seeing  the  King. 

Sometimes  even  devotion  for  loved 
ones  can  keep  us  from  worshiping  at 
Christmastime.  We  want  the  best  for 
them  and  forget  that  the  BEIST  can  be 
found  as  we  teacb  them  the  way  to  the 
King  bmn  in  Bethlehem.  How  far  to 
Bethlehem?  Today  what  keeps  us 
from  Bethlehem?  Is  it  far  from  your 
heart  and  mine?  There  are  many 
needs  around  us  at  Christmastime.  We 
are  to  push  other  things  aside  and  help 


By  Mrs.  Fred  Henderson  frail;  he  was  {u-epared  for  a  heavenly 

,  “Now  when  Jesus  was  born  in  home  but  he  wanted  to  see  the  new 
Bethlehem  of  Juife^n  the  days  of  King.  He  asked  God  to  let  hitti  live  until 
Herod  the  King,  behold,  there  came  he  had  seen  Jesus.  He  did  not  want  to 
wise  men  from  the  east  to  Jerusalem,  see  Jesus  out  of  cura^ty  but  to  wor- 
saying.WhereisherthatisbomKingof  ship.  ' 
the  Jews!  for  we  have  seen  his  star  in  When  word  came  to  the  shepherds, 
the  east,  and  are  come  to  worship  him  the  road  Seabed  short  as  they  rushed 
...  and  he  sent  them  to  Bethlehem,  to  worship.  The  accompaniihent  of  the 
and  said.  Go  and  search  diligently  for  angels’  s^  took  them  over  the  rough 
the  young  child”— Matthew  2: 1,2,8.  hills  and  valleys  in  a  hurry. 

There  seems  to  be  a  feeling  of  Do  we  want  to  worship  at  Christmas 
Christmas  in  the  air  !  We  go  about  (and  each  day  of  our  lives),  or  are  we 
niching  madly.  Perhaps  we  have  for-  letting  all  kii^  of  things  ke^  us  from 
gotten  that  to  really  find  Christmas  we  Bethlehem.  ’The  loiggest  hill  in  our  path 
must  go  to  Bethlehem.  How  far  is  it  to  is  sometimes  indifference  and  seltish- 
Bethlehem?  J  ness.  We  want  things  for  ourselves. 

I  think  of  Mary.  ForMary  the  road  to  The  cause  of  (Christ  can  wait  until  the 
Bethlehem  must  have  seemed  so  very  C^iristmas  gifts  are  all  bought  and  paid 
long  and  tiresome.  Her  body,  great  for.  Whose  birthday  do  we'  celebrate 
with  child,  must  have  grown  weary  anyway? 
and  fatigued.  But,  Mary  was  commit¬ 
ted  to  not  only  Josa>h  her  husband  but 
moet  of  all  to  her  God.  She  must  have 
strained  her  eyes  looking  for  the  little 
town  in  the  distance.  'That  night  after 
arriving  Mary  gave  birth  to  her 
child^the  child  who  was  to  draw  all 
men  unto  him.  and  cause  men  to  leave 
homes  and  loved  ones  to  travel  far  to 
tell  the  story  of  his  birth.  How  far  is  it 
to  Bethlehem? 

The  shepherds  knew  the  distance, 
yet  they  left  their  flocks  and  hurried 
there.  The  wise  men  knew  it  would  be 
far  but  they,  too,  were  willing  to  go  and 
seek  a  new  King. 

No,  it  is  not  far  to  Bethlehem;  but 
sometimes  we  allow  so  many  things  to 

keep  us  away,  to  block  our  path,  and  May  the  virgin  biilh  of  Jesus 
we  say,  “wait  before  you  go.”  Cast  a  |dow  of  endless  light 

Some  of  the  people  who  went  to  war-  Upon  each  and  every  person 


It  isn’t  far  to  Bethlehem  town! 

It’s  anywhere  that  C!hrist  comes 
down 

And  finds  in  people’s  friendly  face 

A  welcome  and  abiding  place. 

The  road  to  Bethlehem  runs  right 
through 

The  homes  of  folks  like  me  and 
you. 


Merry  Christmas  and  a  Happy  New 
'Year! 

Mrs.  Fred  (Betty)  Henderson  lives 
•  at  118  Wistlake  Drive,  Brandon. 


juest  opinion  ...  '  * 

Merry  Christmas,  Baptist  Record 


By  Alma  Lee  Isbdl 
Amory 

May  the  gifts  presented  Jesus 
In  the  manger  where  he  lay 
Be  your  gift  of  inspiration 
Wrapped  in  love  on  Christmas  day 

For  it’s  love  within  a  gift 
That  becomes  a  treasured  thing. 
And  it  mattm  not  the  gift  l 
But  it  is  the  joy  it  brings. 

Sharing  joy  will  be  returned 
In  a  measurement  of  double. 

For  true  happiness  can  come 
Only  giving  unto  others. 


In  your  giving  and  receiving 
May  the  fbuch  be  from  above. 

For  nothing  truly  is  a  9ft  !  ; 
Unless  it  is  wrapped  with  love. 

I 

Merry  Christmas,  Baptist  Record 
And  a  Happy  New  Year  too. 
Thanks  for  giving  us  a  gift 
In  a  paper  tried  and  true. 

B4ay  the  future  be  as  bright 
As  a  beacon  on  the  sea. 

May  the  Lord  be  your  captain 
During  nineteen  eighty-three. 


Mary  Christmas,  Baptist  Record 
Happy  New  Year  one  and  all. 

May  the  best  of  pleasant  memories 
Be  the  only  ones  recalled. 


Strebeck,  SINGLE— BUT  NOT  thdt  leads  readers  to  identify  with  the 
ALONE  (JAM  Pablteptiea,  writers  and  elicit  discussion  in  group 
Broitwood,  TN.  1182,  $4.95).  study. 

This  is  a  collection  of  inspirational  Mary  Strebeck,  editor/compilo-,  is 
true-life  experiences  from  eleven  sing-  a  sin^e  middle  school  counselor  in' 
les,  widowed,  divorced,  or  never-  Mobile,  AlMiama.  She  is  a  native  of 
married.  Each  person  shares  how  they  Collins,  Miss. ,  and  a  graduate  of  Wil- 
have  dealt  with  specific  needs  in  their  Item  Carey  College.  She  is  active  in  the 
life  by  applying  Christian  principles.  Single  Ministry  at  Dauphin  Way 
Marrieds  as  well  as  single  will  profit  Church  in  Mobile.  Mary’s  own  stoiy 
from  reading  this  book.  A  helpful  fea-  fnan  which  the  book  gets  its  title  is 
ture  is  the  “discussion  starter  for  worth  the  price  of  the  book.— J.  C. 
groups”  at  the  close  of  each  chapter  Hensley 


just  cause.  I  still  contend  that  thoe  on  an  articlel  never  penned  in  the  first 
can  be  no  bold  mission  thrust  and  that  plswe.  However,  I  will  take  credit  for  it 
men  cannot  be  won  to  Christ  as  long  as  if  need  be  because  it  was  a  splendid 
pastors  are  being  fired  and  moving  article  by  Dr.  Webb  and  more  should 
every  1V4  years.  The  firing  of  pastivs  ..  be  written  on  the  subject, 
in  our  convention  is  an  epidemic  and  Don  G.  Nerren,  pastor 
must  be  stopped.  The  problem  has  be-  New  Zion  Chuh:h 
come  so  paramount  that  articles  utd  Braxton  |  • 

even  books  are  being  written  aboirt  it.  InfOTmation  on  pastor 
The  president  of  our  convention, 

“I  Editor;  C 

in  his  annual  sermon.  I  say  again  most  WANTED: 
of  the  firing  of  putdrs  could  be  As  a  special  prpject  for  First  Baptist 

talk  Church,  Columbia,  Ms.  I  am  searching 
for  pictures  of  frrmer  pastors.  If  any- 
te  in  one  has  pictures  or  knows  of  relatives 
f  his  or  infermation  concerning  W.  H.  Wil- 
nd  a  liams  who  was  pastor  1897-98,  ^ease 
f.  Of  contact  Fannie  Blackwell,  P.  0.  Box 
very  428,  Columbia,  Ms.  39429. 

I*  Fannie  Blackwell 


tithes  of  the  church  on  buUding  his  own  just  cause.  I  stUl  contend  that  tho^ 
home  who  prays  to  Father  Abraham,  can  be  no  bold  mission  thrust  and  that 
and  is  a  social  climber  Aould  be  re-  taencannotbewontoChnstaslongas 
lieved  of  his  duties  as  pastor  of  the  pastors  are  being  fired  and  moving 
pj3ux:h.  «very  1V4  years.  The  firing  of  pastivs 

First  of  all,  this  pastor  the  man  in  our  convention  is  an  epidemic  and 
spoke  of  mustbe  a  rare  te-eed  of  pastor  mustbestopped.Theproblemhasbe- 
or  the  dear  brother  just  had  a  personal  come  so  paramount  that  article  aito 
ax  to  grind  and  SO  he  cbose  a  preachy,  oven  books  are  being  written  about  it. 

Second,  the  man  wrote  and  I  quote.  The  president  of  our  convention, 
“This  is  in  response  to  the  article  by  James  Yate, 

Don  G. 'Nerren,  pastor  of  New  Zion 

Baptist  Church  in  Braxton.”  Well,  I  , .  ^ * 
did  not  write  any  such  article  I  myself  avoided  if  people  took  w  tune  to 
only  responded  by  a  letter  to  an  article  to  God  about  the  atuatioa 
that  was  Witten  by  Dr.  Allen  Webb  at  Itrustthedear^otherwho^ 
an  earlier  time.  It  seems  that  some-  response  to  my  letto  and  spoke  0 
how  my  response  leMer  became  an  ar-  undedicated,  worldly  pastw  can  fi 
Si  to  (iSCSI’s  thinking.  way  to  hdp  his  pastor  a^  famUj 


fellowship  with  Christ  and  with  his 
(Christian  family.  i 

Now  this  is  my  prayer  for  Christ¬ 
mas:  Dear  Heavenly  Father  God  Al¬ 
mighty,  give  us  the  wisdom  and  the 
stren^  to  put  Christ  on  the  throne  of 
our  lives  and  allow  the  King  of  Kings  to 
have  a  new  birth  in  our  lives.  In  Jesus 
name.  Amen. 

Ronald  K  Patrick 

(tanton  ' 


Christ  in  Christmas 

Editor: 

I  would  like  to  share  this  thought  and 

prayer  with  you  and  your  readers. 

Food  for  thought 
“Christmas” 

It  has  been  said  many  times  that 
Christmas  has  become  too  commer¬ 
cial.  I  believe  Christmas  has  become  a 

commercial  ‘••ttitude,”  one  of  the 

world  and  not  of  Oirist,  even  to  the 

lives  of  a  lot  of  us  Christians.  Oi^t  dldn  t  do  it 
has  actually  been  X’d  out  ct  Qirist-  1 

mas.  Let  us  put  Christ  back  in  Christ-  Elmtor; 

n,^hyglv(MtVg(>trflove  or  rather  I  read  with  great  amusement  and  a 

the  gift  5  dtodful  love  (I  John  3:18).  bit  of  humor  the  lette- from  the  gent- 
Take  the  time  to  lead  a  lost  one  to  lemen  who  contended  that  a  lazy 
Christ  And  those  who  have  slipped  preacher  ,who  never  bothered  to  pre- 
away  lead  them  back  to  Christ  back  pare  a  sermon,  who  did  not  support 
to  CW’s  house  where  they  can  have  special  prayer  groups,  who  used  the 


Asian  Indians  study 
Bible  in  Pearl  home 


Thursday.  December  23, 1182 
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(Contiinied  from  page  I) 
meetings  to  others  also,  for  we  want  to 
have  a  chance  to  witness,  and  to  tell  of 
what  Jesus  has  done  for  us.  ” 

Aftw  one  of  her  neighbors,  not  In¬ 
dian,  expressed  an  interest  in  visiting 
the  Bible  study,  Mildred  circulated  a 
letter  inviting  aU  those  on  her  street. 
In  the  Bible  study  meetings,  they 
a  devotional  talk  and  then  have 
time  for  questions  and  answers  about 
the  Bible.  They  get  a  chance  to  speak 
in  Indian  dialects  and  to  sing  Christian 
hymns  thatthey  sang  in  India  and  pray 

for  and  with  each  other. 

On  December  4,  the  nine  Asian  In¬ 
dians  met  at  6  for  supper,  and 


A  living  Christmas  tree 

There’s  a  feede^by  my  kitchen  window  where  the  birds  come  to  feast. 


They  dine  and  dine  and  dine  from  early  dawn  to  late  at  dusk. 

I  ; 

They  come  in  diverse  sizes  and  colors,  making  a  chorus  as  they  sing. 

They  range  from  the  dainty  little  warbla-s  to  the  big  and  gaudy  jays. 

The  cardinals  put  on  a  show— one  day  I  counted  eight 
Perched  among  the  tranches— and  their  beauty  lingers  on. 

At  that  very  moment  they  transformed  the  bare  crepe  myrtle 
Into  a  living  Christmas  tree,  decorated  in  bright  red. 

Since  then  I  keep  remembering  how  God  provides  a  feast  for  us  ^ 

Out  of  his  bountiful  supply-^there’s  never  a  shortage  there. 

He  beckons  us  to  sit  at  his  table  and  dine  and  dine  and  dine. 

Not  just  on  cold  wint’ry  days,  but  every  moment  of  each  day. 

—Ruby  Singley,  Columbia 


music 


“I  knew  you  could  take  care  of  your¬ 
self. 

Mother.”  shouted  Mary  from  New 
York, 

setting  out  on  a  Christmas  lark. 

“Of  course,  dear.  ’’  Have  I  not  always? 

An  early  cantata  at  church 

enthralled  her  Florida  Christmas 
Sunday,  * 

her  own  voice  in  a  choir  gone  away. 

How  she  yearned  that  her  family  de¬ 
scending 

could  have  replaced  her  like  a  star. 

Her  David  sang,  but  he  haddied  in  the 
war, 

the  War  of  Vietnam. 

And  David's  young  son  already  mar¬ 
ried! 

In  Mississippi  she  had  left  the  three, 

sweet  church-going  girl  and  little 


baby. 

But  David,  Jr.  had  no  music  to  give. 


Christmas  Day 

Back  at  her  retirement  hotel  At  evening  when  all  the  house  is  still 

she  was  home  alone  with  ocean  view.  And  the  lights  are  burning  low 
her  friends  out  with  family,  I  like  to  fdd  my  hands  and  dream 

when  a  phone  call  startled  her  reverie.  And  watch  the  firelight  glow. 
“Grandma,  here’s  our  Beth,  age  three  '  , 

now.”  ,  You  can  smell  the  breath  of  winter 

She  braced  to  understand  a  baby’s  The  children  laugh  with  glee 

As  I  tell  tjie  story  of  Ole  St.  Nick 
When  they  climb  upon  my  knee. 


Then  emotion  filled  heiHRhroat  as  a 
crisp  N 

musical,  decidedly  talented  voice  Across  the  land  the  fireworks 
sang,  *  \  Are  going  in  full  swing 

And  in  the  far  distance 

“I  wish  you  a  merry  Christmas,  "  I  hear  the  church  bells  ring. 

I  wish  you  a  merry  Christmas 

and  a  Happy  New  Year.”  They  tell  us  of  the  Wise  Men 

Who  came  to  Bethlehem 

—Violet  Tackett,  McComb  And  all  the  people  were  surprised 
r.  ,  ,  .  •  To  see  what  they  had  found. 

nemember  tnesell 

Soon  Christmas  will  be  here, 
n  chock  full  oi  delights. 

Shop  windows  enticing 
with  glittering  sights 
Of  tinsel  h^g  baubles 
and  shimmering  lights.  , 

The  baking  of  goodies  .  ! 
selecting  the  tree  | 

Consuming  the  time 
Of  great  numbers  like  me 
Forgetting  the  millions 
who  cannot  be  free;  ' 

God's  children  in  lands  ■ 
where  his  word  is-suppressed 
»ip^ktfus  nc^fojget  tl|o|^  jl  ^ 
imVisoned— oppressed- 
open  hearts  and  our  purs^  * 
to  such  so  distressed,  i. 

Ruth  Norsworthy  Crager,  State  Line  — Monette  Young,  Memphis,  Tenn 


Children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  P.  Bush 
are  giving  a,reqeption  Jan.  2,  1963,  in 
honor  of  their  parents’  50th  wedding 
anniversary.  Bush,  a  retired  Baptist 
minister,  is  now  interim  pastor  of  Hic¬ 
kory  Baptist  Church,  Newton  County./^ 
The  reception  will  be  in  the  Fellowship 
Hall  of  First  Baptist  Church,  Union, 
Miss.,  from  2  until  4  p.m.;  friends  of 
the  Bushes  are  invited. 

Paul  H.  and  Vera  McDonald  of  Rt.  2, 
Box  278,  Lena,  will  celebrate  their  SOth 
wedding  anniversary  Dec.  30.  He  is  a 
retired  pastor.  'The  couple’s  sons  and 
daughters-in-Iaw  will  give  a  reception 


Waodtae  Storey 


Ethel  McKettben 

Luncheon  honors  Storey,  McKeithen 

A  luncheon  hold  at  Camp  Garaywa  Doc.  9  recognized  and  honored  Waudine  Storey 
and  Ethel  McKeithon,  both  of  whofn  are  retiring.Oec.  31 .  Mias  Storey  has  beorr  Girls  in 
ActiorYMission.Frionda>consultant  for  Mississippi  Woman's  Missionary  Union  since 
1959.  Miss  McKeithon  has  boon  Baptist  Women  consultant  for  Mississippi  WMU 
sinoo  1972. 


^ey  found  a  mother  and  a  babe 
in  a  lonely  stall 

For  there  was  no  room  at  the  inn 
For  the  greatest  man  of  all.  , 


They  wrapped  him  in  swaddling 
clothes 

And  laid  him  in  a  manger 
Mary  and  Joseph  hovered  near  ' 

To  shield  hipi  from  all  danger. 

This  Savior  is  still  rejectdl^today 
By  people  like  you  and  me  ' 

Be  careful  of  those  yog  turn  away 
Lest  one  be  the  Man  dl  Galilee. 


The  cuiciient  prophets  had  foretold 
T^baby’s  birth,  in  days  of  old, 
the  promised  Messiah  he  would  be 
And  he  would  set  the  people  free,  ' 
Born  in  a  humble  cattle  stall 
He  brought  good  will  and  love  to  all 


in  their  honor  on  Jan.  2, 1963,  between  2 
and  4  p.m.  at  the  Good  Hope  Baptist 
Church  near  Lena,  and  are  inviting 
friends  of  the  couple  to  be  present. 

Grace  Baptist  Church,  Vicksburg^ 
ordained  thrqe  deacons  Sunday,  rtot. 
28.  They  are  John  Gullett,  Steve  On, 
and  Billy  Joe  Fuller,  Charles  Harget 
brought  the  charges  to  the  candidates 
and  the  church.  Bryan  Abel,  pastor, 
made  presentation  of  ordination  cer¬ 
tificates.  ‘ 

Earl  .Kellyt  executive  secretary- 
treasurer,  Mississippi  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention  Brard,  will  be  guest  speaker 
for  the  morning  worship  service  of 
First  Baptist  Church,  St/  Simons  is¬ 
land,  Ga.,  on  Dec.' 26.  (Mrs.  Kelly’s 
daughter,.  Mrs.  Robin  Rowden  Ri^gs, 
and  her  husband  and  two  children  live 
on  the  island  and  attend  this  church. ) 
Joe  Justin  Walters,  former  minister  of 
music.  Main  Street  Baptist  Church, 
Hattiesburg,  is  minister  of  music  and 
education  there.  ^ 

KANSAS  CITY,  Mo.  (BP)-A.  L. 
“Pete”  Butler  has  been  named  head  of 
the  church  music  program  at  Mid- 
Western  Seminary.  He  will  join  the  fa-, 
oiilty  Feb.  1,  1983.  Butler,  elected  as 
associate  professor  of  church  music 
education,  comes  to  the  seminary 
from  First  Baptist  Church  of  Ada, 
Okla. ,  where  hp  has  »rved  as  minister 
of  music  the  past  23  y^ars. 

Trinity  Baptist  Church,  Biloxi,  held  • 
deacon  ordination  services  on  Nov.  21, 
for  Tom  Williams  and  Ray  Simpson. 


I  it  now,  that  holy  night 
hiljs.^thf  ^^sj 


As  Lcame  back  from  dreamland 
;nEard|he  children  say, 

'Telce*on  earth,  good  will  toward 
men, 

For  this  is  Cii^tmas  Day.” 

— Mollie  Crabb,  Booneville 


Mrs.  Jimmy  McCalebt  left  forefront,  and  Mrs.  Charles  Tyler,  in  the  other  rocking 
ctMir,  acted  the  parts  of  Ethel  McKeithen  and  Waudine  Storey  for  a  humorous  skit 
during  the  retirement  lunchen  given  at  Garaywa  Dec.  9.  Others  on  program  (at  the 
table  behind  them)  were  Edwina  RoUison,  retired  state  WMU  director;  Mrs.  W.  E. 
Hannah,  former  state  WMU  president;  Mrs.  Bob  Dent,  present  state  WMU  president; 
Marjeen  Patterson,  executivedirector.  Mississippi  WMU;  Bill  Causey,  pastor,  Park¬ 
way,  Jackson  (Ethel's  pastor)  Mrs,  Bill  Causey;  Bob  McKee,  minister  of  education, 
Broadmoor,  Jackson  (Waudine's  church);  and  Mike  Smith,  minister  of  music  at 
Parkway,  Jackson. 


EmmanueKBaptist  Church,  Ocean 
Spring;,  will  present  the  canUta 
“•Noel,  Jesus  is  Born”  during  19 
evening  worship  service.  Dirtctor 
I  Max  Julian  will  lead  the  coninined 
youth  and  adult  choirs.  Children’s 
choirs  will  also  participate. 

GAs  from  Broadmoor  Church, 
Jackson,  were  recognized  at  a 
Mother-Daughter  tea  for  their  work  in 
Mission  Adventures  and  were  pre- 
I  sented  with  badges.  The  girls  recog- 
nize<|  were;  Michele  Hardy,  Madlyn 
Murphree,  Alicia  Chandler,  Laura  Lea 
Meadows,  Elizabeth  Hardin,  Amy 
Watkins,  Leslie  Tribble,  Kimandria 
Moody,  Kenne  Tribble,  and  Camille 
Chapman. 

Emmanuel  Baptist  Women,  Ocean 
^rings,  are  sponsoring  a  candlelight 
Cwistmas  Eve  service  of  prayer  and 
meditatioaat  6:30  p.m.,  Dec.  24.  Pas¬ 
tor  James  Haynes  will  lead  the  ser¬ 
vice. 

“Hie  Singing  Christmas  Tree”  was 
presented  at  First  Baptist  Church, 
Brookhaven,  Saturday  night,  Dec./^ 
at  7  p.m.  and  Sunday  night,  Dec.  19  ^ 
p.m.  A  20  member  orchestra  had  b^ 
secftred  for  the  presentation.  The  90 
choir  members  were  “human  orna-: 
ments”  decorating  the  tree.  The  tree 
was  decorated  with  300  lights,  1,000  or¬ 
naments,  40  red  velvet  tows,  and  500 
feet  of  gold  garland.  The  designer  and 
builder  of  the  frame  was  Rufus  Noble. 
Gamer  Keel ,  minister  of  music,  was  in 
charge  of  the  program.  Robert  E.  Self 
is  pastor. 

Calvary  RA’s,  Hattiesburg,  pro¬ 
vided  a  box  for  a  needy  family  at 
Thanksgiving. 


David  noddy  has  been  called  as 
minist^  to  singles  for  First  Baptist 

■i.  For  10  ^ars  he 
as  been  minister  of 
lucation  at  First 
aptist  Church, 
ackson.  He  is 
ated  to  begin 
jties  in  January, 
e  is  a  graduate  of 
eorgetown  Col- 
ge  and  Soilth- 
estem  Seminary. 
Roddy  While  at  First 

Church  he  developed  a  special  em¬ 
phasis  on  formerly  marrieds  and  there 
are  800  enrolled  in  the  church’s  singles 
ministry. 

Stanley  E.  Nowell,  minister  of  youth 
at  Oakhurst  Baptist  Church, 
Qarksdale,  was  ordained  to  the  gospel 
ministry,  Sunday,  Nov.  7. 


David  Tribble  was  recently  called  as 
minister  of  music  at  Shaw  Baptist 
Church,  Peter  Haik,  pastor.  He  is  a 
sophomore  majoring  in  music  at  Delta 
State  University.  He  has  'been  a 
member  of  First  Baptist  Church, 
Greenville,  where  for  a  year  he  led  the 
singing  for,  a  mission,  as  a  volunteer. 


Bobby  Coosey  has  been  called  as  pas¬ 
tor  of  First  Baptist 

f  Church,  Lauder¬ 
dale.  He  and  his 
wife  are  moving 
from  the  pastorate 
of  Pineview  Baptist 
Church,  Hatties¬ 
burg.  He  is  a  native 
of  Pontotoc,  and  at¬ 
tended  Clarke  Col- 
w-  -V-  -m^wdege  and  New  Or¬ 
leans  Seminary. 


L.  J.  Magee  of  4503  Elfin  Ave., 
Jackson,  Miss.  39209  (phohe  922-8842) 
i^vailabl^oi^upply  or  interim  pas- 
|||H|ppi*HliHHtorate  or  as  a  satel- 
^^Hlite  minister.  Also 
^Hhe  is  available  to 
^^K^^lgCHteach  -  January 
^^pS^^7ABible  courses  in 
fiflchurches.  He  states 
^^^^^^j^Hthat  he  has  spent 

^exegesis  the 
3  Bible  and  that  since 
Magee  1980  he  has  written 
exegeses  of  at  least  15books  of  the  New 
Testament. 

Mrs.  George  (Aileen  W.)  Meek,  of 

13  at  Baptist  Medical  Center,  Jackson. 
Services  were  at  2  p.m.  Wed.,  Dec.  15, 
at  First  Baptist  Church,  Jackson, 
where  she  was  a  member.  A  native  of 
Bogue  Chitto,  she  had  lived  in  Jackson 
since  1923.  For  many  years  she  was 
director  of  an  Intermediate  Church 
Training  department  in  First  Baptist 

_  Church  and  she  had  taken  an  active 

«p^»akg  out  of  circumstances  of  tumult  and  turmoil,  qf  war  and  strife  and  interest  in  preschool  and  special  edu- 
perplexity,  but  the  day  will  come  when  all  the  things  of  war  shall  be  destroyed  cation  departments  in  Sunday  School 
Kar-aii«g  of  the  PriiKe  of  Peace!  She  was  a  member  of  the  Ladies’  Au- 

Duhng  the  first  World  War  a  little  toy  was  walking  out  with  his  father  one  xiliary  at  Mississippi  Baptist  Medical 
night  Frscb  home  which  had  given  a  son  to  the  war  displayed  a  small  silver  star  (>nter.  She  was  a  member  of  the  mis- 
in  the  front  n^ow.  When  the  houses  were  left  behind,  the  little  toy  looked  up  at  sions  committee  at  First  Baptist 
the  dark  sky.  There  was  no  moon,  and  all  but  one  of  the  stars  had  forgotten  to  Church,  when  it  sponsored  the  organi- 
shine.  There  it  was,  just  one  bright  star.  The  little  toy  went  very  quiet,  then  zation  of  Ridgecrest  Mission  that  later 
asked,  “Daddy,  did  God  give  a  son,  too?”  became  the  Ridgecrest  Baptist 

There  are  many  ways  to  be  rich.  Many  look  to  (Christmas  as  a  time  to  t^ome  Church.  She  is  survived  by  her  hus- 
ricfa  in  material  things.  God  wants  you  to  be  rich.  He  wants  you  to  be  rich  in  what  band,  George  Meek  a  daughter,  Shir- 
you  know  about  him.  He  wwts  you  to  be  rich  in  peace.  You  receive  not  only  the  ley  tCimmerman  of  Palo  Alton,  Calif. ; 


Coosey 

- Devotional- 

Prince  of  Peace 


LOCUST  street  Baj>ti^  Cburch,  Pike  Association,  held  a  GA  and  Acteen  Recog¬ 
nition  Sen/ice  on  Get.  27.  GA's  who  received  badges  were,  left  to  right,  front  row: 
Sandy  Wallace,  Alissa  Brister,  Joy  Wicker,  Judy  Bullock;  second  row:  Stacey  Boyd, 
Kenyon  White;  new  members,  Michelle  Neal  and  Sheri  Neal;  back  rbw,  Melissa 
Bridges,  Sherri  Bullodk,  Jerwifer  Brister  and  new  member,  Theresa  McDaniel.  Ac- 
teens  (not  pictured)  receiving  Studiact  Achievement  Awards  were  Queens,  Tammy 
McCaskell  and  Patty  Foy.  GA  leaders  are  Louise  McCaskell,  Lynn  Stringer  and  Phyllis 
Harrell.  Acteens  leader  is  Liz  Hoatland.  Thomas  Wicker  is  pastor. 

Neshoba  Association  GA  Rally  for 
the  quarter  was  held  at  East  Philadel¬ 
phia  church.  Delores  Scarborough,  GA' )) 
director  at  East  Philadelphia,  and  her 
GA’s  hosted  the  meeting  from  10  to  2  on 
Sat ,  Dec.  4.  Eight  churches  were  rep¬ 
resented  with  52  in  attendance. 


His  name  shall  be  called 


Prince  of  Peace  I 

Isaiah  9:6  ' 

By  Dennis  L.  Johnsey,  pastor,  First,  Summit 
He  is  the  Prince  of  Peace.  Think  erf  individual  life  today.  Was  it  ever  mtxre 
restless  than  it  is  now?  Sin  and  suffering,  sighs  and  tears,  hate  filled  rivalries  and 
haunting  fear  of  atomic  super-war  linger  with  us.  People  cry,  “Peace,  Peace,” 

'  but  there  is  no  peace.  ^ 

There  will  be  many  sad  homes  tins  Christmas,  and  conf- 
paratively  Tew  homes  where  the  family  is  complete.  Perhaps  619  Mohawk  Ave. ,  Jackson,  died  Dec 
many  of  us  are  feeling  far- from  inclined  to  enter  into  Christ-, 
u'AS  rejoicing  in  the  usual^way.  Yet  here  are  the  words,  “His 

One  must  realize 


Tbe  High  Attendance  and  Efficiency 
banners  and  the  Study  Course  award 
were  presented  to  Calvary  Baptist 
Church,  Hattiesburg,  at  “M”  Night 
held  at  First  Baptist  Church,  Purvis, 
Lamar  Association.  Pete  Campbell  is 
Church  Training  director  and  Douglas 
E.  Benedict  is  pastor  at  Calvaryi 


^  name  shall  be  called . . .  Prince  of  Peace. 

that  “Prince  of  Peace”  refers  to  more  than  God’s  purpose  to 
maintain  a  world  without  war.  The  Hebrew  word  for  “peace” 
is  much  richer  in  that  it  includes  within  it  also  the  concrat  of  a 
P  A  harmonious  and  wholesome  existence.  'The  name  refer^  the 

I  Johawy  nature  of  God  himself. 

Christ  indeed  was  the  fulfillment  of  the  purpose  of  God  as  expressed  here. 


Pass  Christian  Baptist  Mission, 
sponsored  by  First  Church,  Long 
Beach,  has  recently  finished  its  firs^ 
building  fund  campaign,  working 
tlirough  the  state  stewardship  de- 
partment  and  associational  missio- 
nary,,  Bob  Perry.  Three  goals  were 
set;  a  $30,000  Victory  goal,  a  $40,000 
challenge  goal,  and  a  $50,000  hal- 
lelujah  goal.  The  30-member  congre- 
gation  cdlected  $63,000.00  in  pfts  and 
pledges.  'Die  church’s  building  fund  g|^*^P||||||||p||^P 
campaign  director  was  Mrs.  Jane  Ann  ^  ^M^P|^^P 
Long.  The  funds  will  be  used  to  con-  ^ 
struct  the  first  building.  The  two  Deacons  of  Valley  Gi 
year-old  church  is  presently  renting  service.Oct.  3.  The  new 
facilities.  Pastor  is  Michael  Hutchin-  are  paid  for.  Left  to  ri| 


gifts  of  God  but  also  God  himself 


and  one  sister 


(* 


/ 


Uniform  —  December  26 


life  and  Work  —  December  26 


Bible  Book — December  26 

Appeal  for  Onesimus 


Temptation  overcome  Affirmation  of  the  Righteous  One 


J 


Fairview,  Calnikus 
PWlemoa  i,  4^ 

®ly  private  letto' 
0^  P*ul  in  the  New 

Wlow-worker  who 
PfwWy  lived  in  ColoBsae  (Col.  4:7-9). 

Phileinon’s  house  served 
P***  *«■  ““  local  coo- 
Sr^atkm  (v.  2).  While  in  prison  Paul 
n*d  met  and  led  to  Christian  faith  a 
^naway  slave  who  belonged  to 
Pnileroon.  The  slave  was  Onesimus. 
‘'aul  h^  convinced  Onesimus  to  re- 
mrn  to  Philemon  and  wrote  this  letter 
m  behalf  of  the  converted  slave. 

I.  Recsgaitioa  of  PhileaMa  (4-7) 

Paul  customarily  in  his  letters  fol¬ 
lowed  the  salutation  with  a  thanksgiv¬ 
ing  Each  time  he  prayed  and  thought 
of  Philemon  he  thanked  God  for 
Philemon’s  Christian  faith  (vv.  4-5). 
Paul  probably  had  been  responsible 
for  sharing  the  gospel  with  Philemon 
when  he  was  saved  (cf.  v.  19). 

Philemon  demonstrated  his  faith 
toward  the  Lord  in  service  to  his  fellow 
believers.  Paul  rejoiced  to  hear  the  re¬ 
ports  (rf  Philemon's  generosity  and 
benevolence  (v.  7).  Since  travel  was 
precarious  in  the  first  century,  a  home 
and  host  such  as  Philemon  provided 
would  have  been  invaluable  to  all 
Christians  but  especially  to  Christian 
missionaries  and  evangelists. 

The  context  ci  Christian  generosity 
supports  the  translation  of  verse  6 
given  by  Barclay,  “It  is  my  prayer 
that  your  way  of  generously  sharing 
and  giving  away  all  that  you  have  will 
lead  you  more  and  more  deeply  into 
the  knowledge  of  the  good  things 
which  lead  to  ChrisL”  If  this  transla¬ 
tion  is  correct,  Paul  was  emphasizing 
that  the  way  to  grow  in  CTiristlikeness 
is  by  emptying  ourselves  through 
sharing  with  others.  As  we  are 
emptied  Christ  can  fill  us  with  himself, 
n.  Retnni  of  Onesimas  (9-19) 

Paul  decided  to  return  Onesimus  to 
Philemon.  It  was  a  dramatic  decision 
for  Paul  and  especially  Onesimus  be¬ 
cause  slaves,  partiCufarly  runaway 
slaves,  could  be  killed  by  their  masters 
without  any  legal  repercussion. 

Although  Paul  had  authority  as  an 
apostle  to  command  Philemon  to  re¬ 
ceive  Onesimus  back,  he  appealed  in¬ 
stead  to  Philemon’s  love.  Philemon 
loved  the  Lord  but  he  also  loved  Paul 
who  had  served  the  Lord  long  (aged) 
and  faithfully  (prisoner). 

Paul  also  appealed  to  Philemon  on 
the  basis  of  Omsimus’  changed  life. 


Onesimus  had  been  converted  while  in 
prison  with  Paul.  Onesimus,  whose 
name  meant  “useful,”  now  had  a  na¬ 
ture  that  corresponded  to  his  name.  As 
a  rebellious  and  runaway  slave 
Philemon  had  been  “useless,”  but  be¬ 
cause  of  his  conversion  he  was  “use¬ 
ful”  to  Paul  and  to  Philemon. 

Onesimus  had  become  very  dear  to 
Paul.  The  Greek  term  (v.  12)  trans¬ 
lated,  “I  have  sent  him  back,”  was 
used  in  legal  circles  “to  refer  a  case” 
for  a  verdict.  Paul  wanted  to  retain 
Onesimus  for  he  was  “useful,”  but  he 
would  not  do  so  without  the  willing 
consent  of  Philemon  (vv.  1M4). 

Since  both  Philemon  and  Onesimus 
were  both  Christians,  they  had  become 
brothers.  Paul  appealed  to  Philemon 
to  receive  Onesimus  as  more  than  a 
slave.  Paul  has  been  criticized  for  not 
condemning  the  institution  of  slavery. 
However,  Paul  knew  that  the  brother-' 
hood  of  the  Christian  family  would 
eventually  destroy  the  foundation  of 
slavery.  To  have  attacked  slavery 
might  have  caused  serious  harm  to  the 
incipient  Christian  movement.  Slav¬ 
ery  could  not  long  exist  where  men 
recognized  the  human  dignity  of  other 
men  and  accepted  them  as  members 
of  the  same  family. 
nL  Request  of  Paul  (17-29) 

At  last  Paul  came  to  the  crux  of  his 
letter.  He  beseeched  Philemon  to  ac¬ 
cept  Onesimus  in  the  same  manner 
that  he  would  receive  Paul  himself. 
Paul  asked  few  favors  from  friends, 
but  he  made  a  personal  appeal  in  be¬ 
half  of  Onesimus.  Paul  and  Phileihon 
shared  som«  peculiar  bond  of  friend¬ 
ship  (partner).  Paul  appealed  to 
Philemon  on  the  strength  of  that  bond 
as  well  as  the  Christian  fellowship.  The 
principle  of  Christian  unity  was  in-  < 
volved;  to  refuse  Onesimus  would  be 
to  refuse  Paul  also. 

Paul  did  not  defend  what  Onesimus 
had  done,  but  he  requested  that 
Philemon  give  him  a  second  chance. 
Paul  vowed  to  cover  the  damages  in¬ 
curred  by  Philemon  (vv.  19-19).  Prob¬ 
ably  On^imus  had  stden  money  or 
goods  from  Philemon  to  finance  his 
runaway.  Paul  used  his  letter  as  a 
promissory  note  and  assured  Phile¬ 
mon  that  he  would  repay  everything 
owed  by  Onesimus.  Paul  may  have  felt . 
that  Philemon  would  refuse  to  accept 
payment  because  of  the  spiritual  d^t 
he  owed  the  apostle  (v.  19). 

Philemon  is  a  model  of  how  Christ¬ 
ian  faith  and  brotherhood  can  over¬ 
come  even  the  most  tenacious  social 
and  cultural  barriers. 


By  Charica  S.  Davis 
associate  professor  of  Bible,  MC 
Lake  4:1-19  . 

The  key  to  integrating  Um  tempts-* 
tions  of  Jesus  is  given  by  the  author  of 
the  book  of  Hebrews,  who  affirmed 
that  Jesus  “in  every  respect  has  b^ 
tempted  as  we  are.  yet  without  sin” 
(Hebrews  4:15).  The  same  author  also 
said  about  Jesus  that  he  was  “made 
like  his  brothers  in  every  reflect”  and 
“because  he  himself  has  suffered  and 
been  tempted,  he  is  able  to  help  those 
who  are  tempted”  (Hebrews  2:17-19). 

The  temptations  of  Jesus  were 
genuine.'  They  were  not  just  “straw 
men”  set  up  so  that  Jesus  could  knock 
them  down  and  look  good  in  the  pro¬ 
cess.  His  struggles  were  real.  Thus,  we 
can  study  these  verses  to  gain  insight 
into  how  we  can  better  fight  tmpta- 
tion,  for  Jesus  limited  himself  to  the 
same  resources  available  to  us  for 
fighting  temptation,  (^d  Jesus  have 
sinned?  Yes!  Did  Jesus  ever  sin?  No! 

We  would  be  mistaken  to  diink  that 
here  a(  the  beginning  of  Jesus’  minis¬ 
try  he  won  the  battle  against  tempta¬ 
tion  once  and  for  all.  'There  was  con¬ 
stant  pressure  on  Jesus  to  accept  the 
popular  concepts  of  messiahship.  The 
struggle  ova*  what  kind  of  savior  he 
would  be  ctmtinued  from  the  wilder¬ 
ness  experiencSHhrough  his  agony  in 
the  Garden  of  Gethsemane. 

I.  The  way  of  materialism  (4:9-4) 
Jesus’  struggle  with  temptation  was 
so  great  that  for  forty  days  he  went 
without  food.  His  hunger  became  the 
occasion  for  the  first  temptation.  The 
voice  at  Jesus’  baptism  had  declared 
that  Jesus  was  God’s  Son  (3:22).  But 
now  the  devil  attempts  to  raise  doubts 
in  Jesus’  mind  about  his  unique  son- 
ship.  “If  you  are  the  Son  of  God,  com¬ 
mand  this  stone  to  become  bread.” 

Satan  wanted  Jesus  to  use  his  power 
for  selfish  purposes  under  the  pretense 
of  proving  his  sonship.  However,  as 
one  of  my  former  professors,  Malcolm 
Tolbert,  has  well  said,  “Sonship  is  not 
expressed  in  the  exercise  (rf  some  kind 
of  magical  power,  but  by  a  calm,  con- 
fid^t  faith  in  (k)d  in  the  midst  of  life’s 
most  difficult  circumstances.” 

Jesus’  consciousness  .never  stopped 
with  himself;  the  temptation  which  he 
faced  was  not  just  to  satisfy  his  6wn 
hunger,  but  the  needs  of  a  hungry 
world,  also.  Jesus  knew  that  nothing 
could  gain  him  so  qjuick  a  following  as 
to  give  people  what  they  most  instinc¬ 
tively  wanted:  better  living  condi¬ 
tions,  some  relative  abundance  in¬ 
stead  (rf  poverty.  Surely  that  would  not 
have  been  an  evil  thing ;  it  might  even 
have  been  good.  But  for  Jesus  it  could 
not  have  bmn  the  highest  good. 

Jesus  could  not  let  the  good  become 
the  enemy  of  the  best  by  simply  sup- 
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plying  man’s  economic  and  material 
needs.  Jesus  answers  this  temptation 
by  quoting  Deuteronomy  9:3,  “Man 
shall  not  live  by  bread  alone.”  Jesus 
knew  that  man  is  more  than  a  stomadi 
to  be  filled  or  a  body  to  be  clothed .  He  is 
G(xl’s  child  who  must  depend  on  God’s 
sustaining  word  for  the  deepest  needs 
of  his  existence,  widi  the  assurance 
that  all  other  things  will  be  provided  ad 
well  (Matthew  9:33). 
n.  IW  way  if  militarism  (4:94) 

The  second  temptation  illustrates 
another  nujor  tension  in  Jesuq’  life. 
Many  peo{rfe  were  looking  for  amiilit- 
ary  or  p(rfitical  world  ruler.  If  Jesus 
had  been  willing  to  satisfy  the  patriotic 
passion  of  his  people,  he  most  as¬ 
suredly  could  have  won  a  following. 
Satan  offers  to  Jesus  world  rule,  de¬ 
manding  as  his  price  that  Jesus  wor¬ 
ship  him. 

To  worship  the  devil  is  to  adopt 
Satanic  methods,  to  choose  the 
weapons  (rf  power,  violence,  and  de¬ 
struction  to  attain  one’s  ends.  Once 
again  Jesus  responds  to  temptation  by 
quoting  God’s  word  (Deuteronomy 
6:13).  In  the  divine  purpose  for  his  life, 
he  will  serve  only  God.  He  will  reject 
the  shortcut  to  popular  acceptance  and 
temporal  power  and  walk  the  way  of 
the  cross— a  Savior  who  wins  his  vic¬ 
tories  not  by  military  might  or  p(rfiti- 
cal  intrigue  but  by  r^emptive,  ^far¬ 
ing  love. 

m.  The  way  of  miracle-workiag  (4:9- 
12) 

The  scene  of  ^e  third  temptation  is 
Jerusalem,  where  Jesus  is  challenged 
to  jump  from  the  pinnacle  of  the  tem¬ 
ple.  The  temple,  with  its  crowds  of 
people,  would  be  the  ideal  location  for 
a  dramatic,  sensational  demonstra¬ 
tion  of  his  miracle-working  power.  1 

The  devil  even  quotes  a  proof-text, 
from  scripture  (Psalm  91 : 11-12)  to  say 
to  Jesus  that  if  you  really  are  the  Son  of 
God,  you  can  depend  on  his  angels  to 
ddiver  you.  On  this  occasion,  and  sev¬ 
eral  other^,  Jesiis  rejected  the  fickle 
following  which  could  be  won  by  sensa¬ 
tional  miracle-working.  He  realizes 
that  God  must  be  allow^  to  act  in  his 
own  time  and  in  his  own  way.  He  will 
not  put  God  to  the  test' by  trying  to 
make  him  act  (mi  other  th^  his  own 
terms. 

Jesus  would  not  lay  down  any  condi¬ 
tions  on  which  God  must  act  He  would 
face  whatever  awaited  him,  even  if  at 
the  end  of  God’s  purpose  for  him  there 
might  be  the  shadow  of  a  cross. 


There  is  no  power  on  earth  that  can 
neutralize  the  influence  of  a  high, 
pure,  simple  and  useful  life.  Booker  T. 
Washington 


By  David  McCabWn',  associate 
pastor.  First,  Meridian 
Matthew  9 

After  the  events  connected  with  the 
birth  of  the  Righteous  One  there  was  a 
long  period  of  silence  tx'oken  (mly  by  a 
single  incident  Luke  related  ^  ex¬ 
perience  of  Jesus  and  his  family  going 
to  Jerusalem  for  the  Passover  v^n  he 
vTas  twelve  years  of  age.  Whileon  their 
way  back  to  Nazareth  Joseph  and 
Mary  discovered  that  Jesus  was  nbt 
with  thdr  group.  TTiey  doubled  back 
and  found  bto  in  the  temple  discussing 
religion  with  the  temple  teachers. 
“How  is  it  thatyou  soughtme?  Did  you 
not  know  that  I  must  b«  in  my  father’s 
house?”  (Luke  2:49)  ^ves  us  some  in¬ 
sight  into  his  developing  interests. 

The  long  silence  with  the  single 
hiatus  was  finally  broken  when  Jesus 
began  his  public  ministry  at  about 
thi^  years  of  age  (Luke  3:23). 

At  this  p(Hnt  the  ministry  (rf  John  the 
Baptist  comes  into  focus.  John  was  the 
son  of  Zacharias  and  Elizabeth,  the 
cousin  of  Mary,  the  mother  of  Jesus. 
Luke  tells  us  of  the  unusual  events  sur¬ 
rounding  John’s  birlh.  He  was  a  spe¬ 
cial  person.  He  had  been  chosen  by 
God  to  be  the  forerunner  of  the  righte¬ 
ous  one.  He  would  pr^iare  the  way  for 
Jesus  to  begin  his  ministry.  Luke, 
spoke  of  John:  “And  the  cMd  grew 
and  became  strong  in  spiritand  was  in 
the  wilderness  till  the  (lay  of  his  mani¬ 
festation  to  Israel”  (Luke  1:90). 
,  Matthew  picked  up  at  this  point,  “In 
’those  days  came  John  the  Baptist 
preaching  in  the  wilderness  of  Judea” 
(3:1). 

John  was  a  very  eccentric  person. 
His  dress  and  declaration  drew  people 
in  droves.  Part  of  the  attraction  was 
that  the  people  had  never  heard  a  real 
live  prophet.  They  had  read  about 
prophets  in  their  sacred  literature  but 
that  was  past  history.  The  pr(4)hetic 
voice  had  been  silent  for  alxxit  four 
hundred  years.  Here  was  one  who 
spoke  forth  and  his  message  range 
with  conviction. 

Matthew  connected  John  with  the 
messianic  expectation  of  the  day  by 
identifying  him  as  the  voice  crying  in 
the  wilderness  to  prepare  the  way  of 
the  Lord  (Isaiah  40:3).  John’s  major 
theme  was  “repent  for  the  kingdom  of 
heaven  is  at  hand”  (3:2).  He  called 
upon  the  people  of  his  day  to  change 
their  actions  and  attitudes  in  anticipa¬ 
tion  that  God’s  kingdom  would  shortly 
come  into  being.  He  called  upon  those 
who  wanted  to  be  ready  for  the  king¬ 
dom  to  be  baptized.  Matttiew  wrote, 
“. . .  and  they  were  baptized  by  him  in 
the  river  Jordan,  confessing  their 
sins”  (3:6).  Baptism  is  seal  here  as 
symbolic  of  desire  to  be  cleansed  of  sin 
as  one  turned  to  God  in  readiness  to  be 


accepted  as  a  citizen  in  Ms  kingdom. 

The  content  of  John’s  nnesiage  in-  , 
eluded  the  fact  that  one  would  foOpw 
him  who  would  do  so  much  mote  than 
he  himsdf  could  do.  Whereas  his  biq>. 
tism  (rf  water  was  purely  symbolic 
preparing  the  way,  the  coming  one' 
would  transform  lives  by  dealing  with 
sin  and  furnishing  a  new  power.  The 
coming  one  would  baptize  with  the 
Holy  Spirit  and  with  fira  (9:11). 

In  verses  7  thru  10  we  come  to  under¬ 
stand  that  J<rffini|e  Baptist  did  not  see 
his  mission  [as  simply  instigating  a 
ritual  (b^tism)  or  reviving  Jewish 
nafi^ism.  John  expected  those  adM 
presented  themselves  for  baptism  to 
be  genuine  in  their  (ximmibnent  to 
change  (9:9).  He  also  clearly  pro¬ 
claimed  that  being  a  son  of  Abraham 
did  not  assure  one  a  ticket  to  enter  the 
kingdom  that  was  about  to  break  forth 
(9 :9).  What  would  come  into  being  was 
to  be  much  more  than  a  fresh  presen¬ 
tation  of  the  oM  covenant  and  would 
require  a  new  kind  of  righteousness 
symbolized  by  baptism. 

,  “Then  JesUs  came  from  GalUee  to 
the  Jordan  to  John  to  be  baptized  by 
him”  (3:13).  J^  who  had  baptized  a 
great  numba'f^  suddenly  hesitant 
A  feeling  of  unworthiness  came  over 
him.  John’s  parents  had  told  him  about 
his  own  birth.  His  mother  had  no  doubt 
told  him  die  things  Bfary  had  told  her 
(Luke  1:3>46). 

When  John  proclaimed  the  coming 
of  the  kingdom  of  heaven  he  did  so 
knowing  that  it  was  somehow  em¬ 
bodied  in  Jesus.  It  was  not  something  a 
generation  or  m(H’e  away.  Jesus,  ^ 
Messiah,  was  here.  John  was  waiting 
for  Jesus  to  make  his  move— uncertain 
about  how  it  would  come.  Then  it 
came.  Jesus  was  standing  in  front  of 
him.  “John,  I  want  to  be  baptized.” 

Jesus  in  baqitism,  identifi^  himself 
with  John’s  message  and  then  took 
charge  from  that  point  God’s  voice  af¬ 
firm^,  “This  is  my  beloved  Son  with 
whom  I  am  well  pleased”  (3:17). 


232  won  in  Tanzania 

KYELA^  Tanzania— A  lO-day  revi¬ 
val  that  teamed  the  Rungwe  Baptist 
Association  in  Tahzania  and  Sac¬ 
ramento  (California)  Baptist  Associa-  ^ 
tion  resulted  in  232  first-time  profes¬ 
sions  (rf  faith  in  Christ  in  late  October. 
Arthur  Nunn,  direct(H'  of  missions  for 
the  Sacramento  association,  preached 
to  thou8an(is  of  people  of  the  Nyakyusa 
tribe  in  19  chuiirfies  and  two  rallies  in 
the  Rungwe  district  His  wife,  Doris, 
taught  classes  on  marriage  and  family 
relatioiishqis  in  each  church.  One  70- 
year-old  man,  chief  over  seven  vil¬ 
lages,  became  a  Christian. 
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Gentile  guilt  for  sin 


_  i 

Teaching'  forgiveness  Temptation  of  the  Righteous  One 


By  Joe  H.  Tuten,  pastor, 
Calvaity,  Jackson 
Romans  1:1-92 

Unit  one  of  the  Sunday  School  les¬ 
sons  from  Romans  is  The  Universality 
of  Sin,  based  on  Romans  1 : 1  through 
3 ;  20;  The  chill  ing  and  basic  truth  of  the 
unit  is  stated  in  3:10,  “There  is  none 
righteous,  no,  not  one.”  The  first  les¬ 
son  of  the  quarter  is  Gentile  Goilt  for 
Sin,  based  on  Romans  1:1-32.  The  sec¬ 
ond  lesson,  based  on  Romans  2:1 
through  3:20,  is  Jewish  Gnilt  for  Sin. 
The  Gentiles  rejected  God’s  revelation 
of  himself  in  na  tore.  The  Jews  rejected 
God’s  revelation  of  himself  in  his  law. 

Background 

Romans  1:1  states  that  Paul  wrote 
this  letter.  It  probably  was  written 
from  Corinth  in  A.D.  55,  almost  25 
years,  therefore,  after  the  death  of 
Christ.  The  letter  was  addressed  “to 
all  who  are  in  Rome,  beloved  of  God, 
called  tobe  saints”  (1:7).  There  is  cre¬ 
ditable  evidence  that  a  large  (Christian 
church  was  firmly  established  in 
Rome  at  the  time  Paul  wrote  this  let¬ 
ter. 

How  did  the  Gospel  reach  Rome?  We 
do  not  know.  Luke  says  in  Acts  2:10 
that  among  those  who  heard  Peter 
preach  in  Jerusalem  were  “sojourners 
from  Rome,  both  Jews  and  prose¬ 
lytes.”  It  is  assumed  that  some  of 
these  people  from  Rome  were  con¬ 
verted  at  that  time  and  carried  the 
Gospel  back  to  their  own  city. 

The  salutation  (1:1-7) 

The  term  servant  indicates  Paul’s 
sense  of  humility.  The  phrase  “ser¬ 
vant  of  Jesus  Christ”  declares  the  na¬ 
ture  and  spirit  of  service  to  which  he  is 
voluntarily  obligated.  The  term  apos¬ 
tle  indicates  Paul’s  sense  of  authority. 
Paul  is  servant  and  apostle.  His  mis¬ 
sion  and  message  are  “the  Gospel  of 
God.” 

Paul ’s  concept  of  Christ  is  awesome. 
God  promised  Christ  “through  his 
prophets  in  the  holy  scriptures”  (1:2). 
Christ  is  God’s  Son  bom  in  flesh  of  the 
send  of  David  (1:3).  The  resurrection 
of  CTirist,  a  divine  act  vetoing  man’s 
crucifixion,  declared  him  once  and  for 
all  to  be  God’s  very  Son  (1 :4).  Christ  is 
Saviour  among  all  nations,  including 
people  in  the  proud  city  of  Rome  (1:5- 
6).  The  close  and  intimate  relation¬ 
ships  between  “God  our  Fattier”  and 
“the  Lord  Jesus  Christ”  is  emphasized 
in  the  greeting  in  verse  seven.  Jesus 
frequently  called  God  Abba,  Father. 

TbaaksgiviBg  aad  bspc  (1:9-15) 

All  of  Paul’s  letto-s,  except  Gala¬ 
tians,  follow  the  saluUtion  with  a 
thanksgiving.  This  order  was  (xistom- 
arv  in  first-eentory  letter  writing.  The 


thanksgiving  is  to  (Sod  through  Jesus 
(^irist  (1:9).  Paul  expressed  openly 
his  longing  and  eagerness  to  visit  the 
Christians  in  Rome  (1:10,13).  It  was 
his  earnest  hope  to  “impart  to  you 
^some  spiritual  gift”  (1:11).  Appa¬ 
rently  Paul  regarded  the  Christian 
church  in  Rome  as  strategic  in  his  vis¬ 
ion  of  world  evangdism. 

The  Gospel’s  power  (1:16-12) 

Paul  declared  he  was  not  disap¬ 
pointed  in  the  Gospel  of  CTirist  (1:16). 
The  Gospel  was  nothing  less  than  the 
power  (dynamite)  of  God.  Further¬ 
more,  the  Gospel  was  universally 
powerful,  having  equal  effectiveness 
with  the  Jews  and  the  Greeks  (1:16). 
The  Gospel,  revealing  the  righteous¬ 
ness  of  God,  (falls  for  a  faith  response 
all  the  way,  from  start  to  finish  (t:  17). 

Ibe  Geuttles’ sin  (1:1942) 

The  Gentiles  are  without  excuse 
( 1 : 20) .  The  creation  i  (self  has  revealed 
both  the  eternal  power  and  the 
Godhead  in  his  invisible  being  and  ac¬ 
tivity  (1:20).  Furthermore,  and 
perhaps  more  importantly,  GckI  has 
revealed  himself  within  their  own 
being  (1:19).  The  guilt  of  the  Gentiles 
is  that  in  knowing  God  they  refused  to 
glorify  him  as  the  G(xi  whom  he  re¬ 
vealed  himself  to  be  (1:21-23).  Cton-. 
sequently,  God  removed  his  moral  re¬ 
straint  and  gave  the  Gentiles  up  to 
moral  uncleanness  ( 1 :24),  to  vile  pas¬ 
sions  (1:26),  and  to  a  debased  mind 
(1:28).  The  severest  indictment  of  un¬ 
regenerate  human  nature  is  set  forth 
in  Romans  1:18-32. 


*  • 

Lottie  reports 

East  Philadelphia  Church, 
Philaddphia,  set  a  Lottie  Moon  goal  of 
$1,200  and  gave  on  Dec.  5  a  total  of 
$1,370.  This  is  the  most  the  church  has 
ever  given  to  the  offering.  Truman  D. 
Scarborough  is  pastor;  Paul  Spears  is 
Brotherhood  director;  Mary  Goodin  is 
WMU  director. 

First  Church  of  Vancleave,  Jackson 
Ass(Kiation,  went  past  its  Lottie  Moon 
Offering  go^  by  almost  50  percent,  ac- 
(xxrding  to  an  announcement  by  Randy 
Davis,  pastor.  Hie  total  offering  given 
at  the  church  on  Dec.  5  was  $2,904 
compared  with  a  goal  of  $2,000.  The 
church’s  mission  Sfering  effort  was 
kicked  off  on  Nov.  13  with  a  banquet  at 
which  the  speaker  was  Felix  Greer, 
former  pastor  who  is  now  a  teacher  in 
the  seminary  at  Monrovia,  Liberia. 
The  project  chairman  was  Ann 
Cowart,  and  the  Woman’s  Missionary 
Union  President  is  Jenny  Havens. 


By  John  G.  Armistead, 

^  pastor,  Calvary,  Tupelo 
Luke  7:36-59 

At  the  banning  of  Jesus’  ministry, 
his  extraordinary  works  of  power 
caused  the  village  people  of  Galilee  to 
proclaim  him  a  prophet  of  <]rod.  His 
rapidliy  growing  reputation  naturally 
attracted  the  attention  of  the  religi¬ 
ous  leaders.  Pharisees  such  as  the 
Simon  in  this  passage  were  curious  as 
to  whether  Jesus  were  truly  a  prophet. 
Perhaps  this  is  the  reason  he  invited 
Jesus  to  his  home  for  dinner.  That  din¬ 
ner  and  an  uninvited  guest  provided 
the  occasion  for  Jesus  to  reveal  some 
basic  lessons  ab(Xit  the  nature  of  for* 
giveness. 

I.  Forgiveness  must  express  itself  in 

love  (7:9649). 

A  quite  notorious  woman  of  the 
community,  probably  a  prostitute,  un¬ 
expectedly  appeared  at  the  dinner  in . 
the  Pharisee’s  home  and  approached 
the  couch  where  Jesus  was  reclining. 
Obviously  she  had  heard  Jesus  preach¬ 
ing  previously  (perhaps  at  Levi’s 
house)  and  had  come  to  know  Ckxl’s 
grace  and  forgiveness. 

She  wa^  compelled  by  the  love  and 
gratimde  she  felt  for  Jesus  to  enter  this 
private  house  and  express  her  love. 
This  was  indeed  a  bold  action.  She 
probably  intended  only  to  anoint  Jesus 
with  an  expensive  perfume,  but  as  she 
drew  near  the  couch  and  stood  behind 
him  her  emotions  overcame  her  and 
she  spontaneously  burst  into  tears. 
The  tears  fell  on  the  feet  of  Jesus,  and 
she  (]uickly  tried  to  wipe  them  dry  with 
her  hair.  Then  she  b^an  kissing  his 
feet,  signifying  the  deep  reverence  she 
had  for  him.  Finally  she  poured  the 
perfume  over  his  feet.  This  perfume 
could  have  represented  her  life  sav¬ 
ings. 

'  It  was  a  dramatic  expression  of  the 
love  for  Christ  which  springs  from  for¬ 
giveness.  Such  love  cannot  be  con¬ 
tained.  It  must  be  expressed  boldly, 
q;)ontane(xisly,  and  sa(n‘ificially. 

n.  The  greater  aor  awarenets  af  far- 
glveness,  the  greater  oar  love 
(7:3943). 

The  proper  Pharisee,  Simon,  was 
shocked.  How  could  any  decent,  godly 
man  allow  such  filth  to  touch  him? 
Certainly  Jesus  is  no  prophet,  he 
thought.  If  he  were,  he  would  have 
known  what  kind  of  woman  this  was 
and  repelled  her. 

Reading  Simon’s  thoughts  Jesus  told 
him  a  parable  concerning  a  certain 
man  to  whom  money  was  owed  by  two 
other  moi.  One  owed  fifty  tiroes  more 
than  the  other.  Neither  could  pay,  so 
the  man  forgave  both  of  them  their 
debts.  “Which  of  these  two,”  Jesus 


asked  Simon,  “will  love  him  more?” 

Simon  answered,  “I  suppose  the  one 
who  was  forgiven  the  most.” 

“You  are  correct,”  said  Jesus. 

Simon  could  not  miss  Jesus’  point. 
Neither  can  we.  One  who  has  truly  be¬ 
come  aware  of  the  magnitude  of  his  sin 
and  God 's  gracious  forgiveness  has  an 
intense  love  for  Christ.  Little  aware¬ 
ness  brings  little  love. 

The  closer  to  God  We  walk  the  grea¬ 
ter  we  perceive  his  holiness,  our  un¬ 
worthiness,  and  our  desperate  need  of 
his  mercy  and  forgiveness.  A  heart 
that  is  cold  towards  Christ  under- 
stands^ry  little  about  the  nature  of 
sin  and  formveness.  Great  saints  have 
often  tte  most  conscious  (rf  their 
sinfuln^.  Paul,  for  example,  could 
think  of  no  one  who  was  a  greater  sin¬ 
ner  than  he. 

III.  Forgiveness  is  conffrmed  by  love 
(7:4447). 

Jesus  reminded  Simon  of  the  lack  of 
customary  courtesies  shown'  upon  his 
arrival,  whereas  the  woman  had 
generously  supplied  them  all.  Her  dis¬ 
play  of  great  love  proved  how  deci¬ 
sively  she  had  come  to  know  God’s  for¬ 
giveness  (7:47).  It  was  not  her  love 
which  brought  forgiveness.  Jesus 
makes  it  clear  that  faith  accomplished 
that  (7:50).  Yet  such  great  love  as¬ 
sures  the  heart  (rf  God’s  work  of  grace 
and  his  forgiveness. 

IV.  Forgiveness  is  God’s  gift  (7:49-50). 

Though  she  was  already  converted, 

the  woman  was  assured  tty  Jesus  thatj 
her  sins  had  been  forgiven  (7:48).  He 
was  lending  his  authority  to  rehabili¬ 
tate  her  to  society.  This  announcement 
provoked  the  other  dinner  guests  to 
say  within  themselves,  “Who  is  this 
that  forgives  sins?”  Hie  pnswer  is  ob¬ 
vious  to  the  reader  oi  this  gospel.  Only 
God  can  forgive  sins.  Th^dore,  this 
one  speaking  to  the  woman  is  none  less 
than  God  himself,  wfio  in  Jesus  shows 
us  completely  how  much:God  longs  to 
forgive  us  and  to'  what  extent  he  will  go 
to  accomplish  our  salvation. 


Video  in  Singapore 

SINGAPORE— The  Singapore  Bap¬ 
tist  Media  Centre’s  new  video 
evangelism  department  recently  pro¬ 
duced  its  first  videb  tapes  for  home 
witnessing  in  Chinese  dialects.  Nearly 
50  percent  of  Singaporeans  have  ac¬ 
cess  to  video  in  their  homes.  Besides 
introdu(:ing  the  video  tapes,  the  Bap¬ 
tist  Media  Centre  sponsored  films 
which  drew  almost  90,000  people  in 
1992.  Used  primarily  for  evangelism, 
the  films  resulted  in  400  people  accept¬ 
ing  Christ  as  personal  savior.  '' 


By  Beverly  V.  Hnnin 
pastor,  First,  Meridian 
Matthew  4:1-11 

I  like  the  story  of  the  realtor  and 
Satan  having  to  do  with  the  temptation 
of  Jesus.  He  said  to  the  devil,  “If  he 
turns  you  dowp,  I’d  like  the  opportun¬ 
ity  to  figure  with  you.” 

It’s  said,  “Every  man  has  his  price” 
and  doubtless  this  ia''Targei^o. 
Balaam,  the  false  prophet,  refu^  a 
large  bribe  but  then  Balak  sent  a  much 
greater  offer  Hproved  to  be  “an  offer 
he  couldn’t  refuse.”  Put  negatively, 
the  rich  young  ruler  was  prepared  to 
pay  a  large  sum  for  salvation.  When 
Jesus  upi^  the  cost  to  7  “give  every¬ 
thing  yew  possess,”  he  Idt  sorrowfully 
because  material  possessions  were  too 
dear  to  him. 

To  our  lesson  text  for  this  week  now. 
Jesus  had  just  been  baptized  and  in¬ 
troduced  to  the  people  by  John  the 
Baptist.  He  felt  it  necessary  to  with¬ 
draw  to  himself  to  “get  it  all  togettier.” 
For  whereas  Christ  as  God’s  son  and 
hen(;e  divine.  He  was  truly  man  and 
had  to  face  circumstances  with 
exactly  the  same  resources  available 
to  every  man.  So  he  withdrew  for  the 
purpose  of  prayer  to  construct  a  game 
plan  for  his  earthly  ministry. 

The  figure  forty  appears  promi¬ 
nently  in  both  the  Old  and  New  Testa¬ 
ments.  It  carries  with  it  the  idea  of  a 
considerable  loigth  of  time.  Perhaps 
here  it  is  associated  with  Israel’s  forty 
years  of  testing  in  the  wilderness. 

The  first  temptation  tests  his  hu¬ 
manity  (4:24).  He  had  forgotten  his 
body  needs  in  his  communication  with 
God.  Thus,  it  is  valid  fasting,  if  it  re¬ 
sults  from  giving  oneself  to  ttiat  which 
is  more  important  than  eating  or 
jdrinking.  While  a  person  is  caring  for  a 
Voy  sick  loved  one,  meals  are  some¬ 
times  missed  without  the  conscious¬ 
ness  of  having ‘done  so.  New  Testa¬ 
ment  fasting  is  never  the  way  one 
proves  his  love,  but  is  the  result  of  that 
love  taking  precedent  over  meeting 
one’s  own  personal  needs.  When  Satan 
took  advantage  of  the  Lord’s  need  and 
suggested  that  the  ends  justified  the 
means  (i.e.  p(>wer  available  for  the 
good  of  mankind  used  for  personal 
gain),  Jesus  rejected  summaray  the 
suggestion. 

Instmit  fixes  or  shortsighted  “get 
the  job  done  at  any  price”  ideas  arenot 
part  (rf  the  vocabulary  of  Jesus.  He 
would  take  no  short  cuts  to  achieve  his 
ministry.  F(M‘  us,  the  choice  is  ever  be¬ 
fore  us.  Will  it  be  the  Word  of  God  or 
“bread  alone”  that  governs  our  lives? 

Hw  second  temptatfen  is  to  be  re- 
ligloHS  (4:5-7).  To  use  real  or  fake 
signs  to  one’s  own  advantage.  To 


capitalize  on  and  to  manipulate  the 
superstitious  or  mystic^  outlooks  of 
peoirfe  is  a  profitable  excise  now  as 
then.  To  “zap”  someone  a  tele¬ 
vision  audience  by  the  lMjnH>frfr’s 
power  or  to  induce  the  infirm  to  throw 
away  crutches  in  a  highly  visible  way 
is  to  invite  much  applause,  as  well  as 
large  offerings.  Jesus  eschews  the 
spectacular,  opting  for  that  which  at¬ 
tracts  gratitude  and  love  from  his  dis¬ 
ciples.  He  knew  thov  was  no  coone^ 
tion  .between  true  faith  and  outward 
happenings. 

The  ffaial  temptattea  in  this  sequ¬ 
ence  of  events  might  be  called  the 
temptatfoB  of  amblttsa  (4:8-16).  Many 
I  have  allied  themselves  with  Satan  to 
'  gain  power.  Hiere  have  been  endless 
numbers  of  promising  young  men  who 
have  entered  the.fie)d  of  politics  who 
lost  their  credibility  as  as  their 
souls  in  order  to  get  elected.  Political 
action  groups,  as  well  as  businesses 
and  wealthy  individuals,  have  bought 
I  and  paid  for  public  servants  who  be¬ 
came  itheir  personal  lackeys.  In  this 
narrative,  the  Messiah  rejects  the  hold 
on  men’s  hearts  that  political  rule 
would  give.  The  place  of  government  is 
powerful  and  important,  but  this  rule 
is  over  the  hearts  of  man.  Through 
precept  and  examirfe  he  would  lead/ 
men  tq  be  more  hind,  forgiving,  an^ 
Idving.  This  kingdom  would 
forever  and  forever,  and  her 
by  their  own  free  will  and 
would  follow  the  Good  Sh<^herd’i 
leading.  ^  / 

In  closing  we  mi^t  add  that  the  re¬ 
sources  Jesus  used  in  order  to  d^eat 
Satan  are  available  to  each  of  us.  They 
are:  the  Holy  Spirit  and  the  Word. 
Jesus  shows  us  in  this  lesson  “the  way 
to  victory.” 


Sound  system 
given  Sunflower 

During  a  rechnt  business  meeting  at 
Sufiflower  Bm>tist  Omrefa,  Sunflower 
County,  (Hardd  Mosley,  pastor)  the 
need  for  a  music  sound  system  was 
discussed.  Hie  cost  of  $500  or  $600  was 
more  than  the  music  budgefrallowed. 
However,  the  church  okayed  the 
purchase  of  the  system. 

Before  the  meeting  was  over,  Mrs. 
Frances  Parker  oHered  to  make  a  do¬ 
nation,  pa]dng  for  the  system  in  full ,  in 
monory  of  her  late  husbqnd,  John 
occaaon: 


Sidney  Parker,  on  te  1 


I  of  his 


.  birth^.  Mrs.  VfiOiam  Walker  volun 
I  teered  to  buy  the  tWll  needed  mic 
rophooes. 


